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PREFACE. 

In preparing this little volume, if no other 
merit can be claimed by the author, he can truly 
say, that he has spent labor and time enough to 
produce a very much laVger work, and perhaps 
a more entertaining one. 

To be brief, concise and correct, as far as 
possible, as to dates and facts, has been his chief 
aim. The character of the WOMAN, as it 
appeared from time to time, during the century 
in which she lived, whose history forms the 
principal part of the book, is what the author 
endeavored to present his readers. She was a 
connecting link between the last and the present 
century — This may answer to cherish her re- 
membrance among her posterity, and when noth- 
ing else would, awaken mterest and inquiry, 
about the Women, as well as the Men, of the 
Revolution. 

AUTHOR. 
Machiad, AngUBt dib, 1857. 
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CHAPTER I. 

While most of the earlier settled portions of 
N3W England can furniali recorded reminiscences 
of the Revolution, our own region may unite in 
putting forth a claim to meritorious achievement 
not entirely uninteresting. Whatever was ac- 
complished, whether by man or woman, which of 
itself contributed in any essential degree, directly 
or indirectly, towards securing our National Free- 
dom, is worthy of record and remembrance by 
those, whose privilege of enjoyment and prosper- 
ity is the fruit and substance of their years of in- 
.cessant toil and hardship. Here and there one 
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of that deroted Band of Patriots still lires to tell 
of his hard trials daring the early days of our 
Bepublict and how differently men lived and did 
then from what their inheritors live and do at the 
present day. Now, in our seasons of peace and 
plenty, it is difficult for the mind to penetrate the 
Btern realities of the times, as experienced by the 
early settlers of the Eastern section of Maine, 
seyenty-five to a hundred years ago. Such of the 
eyents as were known to the historian, and which 
he deemed of sufficient interest to record, we 
read, but reading is not the experience, the real- 
ization cannot through imaginary effort compass 
either its extent or its influence. We hear the 
frequent tale repeated, yet after the season, the 
recollections of the past go their way and the ex- 
cited sympathy follows. The engagements of 
the present, with its bright encouraging promises 
of the future leave neither cime nor inclination to 
go back and mingle in the strifes and every-day 
scenes of our forefathers* lives. Generation af- 
ter generation press onward, centuries succeed 
centuries, yet our successors will do us less hom- 
age than our fathers reqeive from us, and less 
than they will receive from them. 
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The patriotic deeds and bold daring of the 
hero in all the enlightened ages of the world 
have seldom passed unobserved, while worthy 
and quietly performed deeds of the heroine are 
allowed to remain in obscurity. The former ac- 
tuated with motives oftentimes covetous of the 
applause and admiration of men, while the latter 
were governed more by high incentives to devo- 
tion, as well as to the yielding inclination to 
comply with the requirements of duty. Hence 
the purity and patriotism ot the motive which 
prompted the action should be considered, in con- 
nection with the seemingly greater or less good 
attained through the performance of the deed 
itself. 

We have neither hero nor heroine in the com- 
mon acceptation of the term about whom we pro- 
pose to write, but a Woman whose whole charac- 
ter through life shows her possessed of great for- 
titude and perseverance, inflexible in purpose and 
cherishing a strict desire on all occasions to do 
what the requirements of duty and importance et 
the occasion demanded. Her spirit was evident* 
If moulded to the exigencies of the times in 
whieh she lived ; as in seasons of calamity, of 



8 mfi OF HANSTAU WESTON. 

4if tr«!«i wi auffering among her neighbors and 
fiiends her own strength of physical endurance 
was ever sure of being thrown into the trial, re- 
gardl^M of what might in consequence necessari- 
ly follow as the result of a denial to her own 
Qomfort and personal enjoyment. In fact, there 
was BO enjoyment for her, when she knew that 
a^y one, in whatever condition in life, stood in 
need of her services, or she felt as though a ray 
of hope could be imparted and the waning hold 
01^ life revived thniugh her ministrations, at the 
bed side of the sick and enfeebled, the unfortu- 
i\%Xe and the forsakeoi. She was indeed a Moth- 
er in Israel, and her thousand evidences of 
kindness had won for her a greater than this 
napie among the children of men. In her en- 
d^ayors to d« good, the applause and approbation 
of others exercised over her no controlling influ- 
ence : the naturally suggestive questions of 
^hQKQ, shall I please or displease, caused no delay 
i^ heir aQtiiO^, but when her advice and asMstance 
werQ r^q^^r^df when convinced that the counsel 
ofh^jH e;y»firiAn(Qe was needed and, that good 
YtpuJd. h» tha result of her labor* she perfoxmed it 
^JUijQii^ aad.with^Mt hope or expectation of pe- 
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coniary reward. 

HiiNNAH Weston, whose maiden name was 
Witiis, and of whose life it is our purpose to give 
a hrief though not minute history, was born in 
Haverhill, Massachusetts, on the 22d day of No* 
yember, 1758. Of the precise date of her birth, 
however, we have not been able to find any rec* 
ord, though satisfied ourseif that the foregoing is 
the correct date, yet many of her friends differ 
with us on this point, thinking, and perhaps not 
without some reason- that it occurred some three 
years earlier. At about the period of her birth^ 
the old Indian war was raging in New England, 
with its greatest terror, and owing to its ravages 
and devastation the records of that time were 
poorly kept, and in many instances entirely neg- 
lected and wholly destroyed. Having only those- 
imperfect records, and often only those of alter* 
nate families, with traditionary accounts which 
have been passed down for the last hundred and 
fifty years, and for the most part so remote, as to 
find no person living whose youth was coeval with* 
their ttanapiration, the task of collecting reliable, 
information becomes doubly laborious and tedi-/ 
ous^. and detracts very materially from the mter-^ 
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est which a well prepared biographic? 1 history 
with its fully delineated events, and correct data 
would otherwise possess; 

According to the town records of Haverhill, 
Samael Watts, Hannah's father, was born in that 
town on the 16th day of August 1716, and was at 
the time of Hannah's birth a little more than 42 
years of age. It also appears that her grandfa- 
ther's name, on her father's side was Samuel, and 
that he was a member of the Legislature or Geti- 
eral Court of Massachusetts during the sessions of 
1704 and 1705. The time and place of his birth 
and death we have not been able to ascertain, 
though it is highly probable that both occurred 
in Haverhill ; and it also appears that his father's 
name was Samuely it having been retained in the 
family down to the present ^nd seventh genera- 
tion. From the information obtained and the 
general belief attached to traditionary, family 
sayingiy there is bat little if any doubt, that Han- 
nah's great grandfiEither on the paternal side im- 
igrated to New England sometime about 1640, 
or perhaps 1635, m during the latter year *'Some 
300 new settlers were added to the Massachusetto 
Colony," but it is not clearly traceable from what 
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country tkey emigrated, though from general his- 
tory of the early New Bngland settlers there is 
little or no doubt, that they were from Wales, 
EnglaDol, and that Samuel Watts was among them, 
and that he was among the first settlers of Haver- 
bill, and that his descendants remained there for 
a period of more than a century, though the name 
is now unknown there, save by the records; 
even the oldest person living having no recol- 
lection of hearing it spoken when young, and 
none of the town records since 1775 show any 
Estate holder or tax-payer bearing the name. 

It is singular that at the last named period not 
a family, or even person of the name should re- 
main or be known at Haverhill, when at the com- 
mencement of the eighteenth century there were 
several families, and $ome continued to live there, 
as is undisputably authenticated, until 1760 and 
probably some five or six years later, it is prob- 
able that at the termination of the French and 
Indian war in 1763, the inhabitants of Haverhill, 
as was the case with other of the first settled 
New England towns, inhabiting as they did a 
new and comparatively unexplored countrv, hav- 
ing the fear of the savage tribes, and the inva^^ 
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sions of the French from the settlements of Cana- 
da, removed hy the Treaty of Peace, emigrated 
to other portions of the country, and many of 
them to the Province of Maine ; hence, the early 
disappearance of the Watts' families from that 
town and its vicinity. 

In this connection it may he proper to state, 
that the first settlements known to have heen at- 
tempted by the whites in Maine took place in 
1626. They were, however, feeble and scattered 
along shore principally between Piscataqaa and 
Penobscot. Great controversies arose between 
these settlers in consequence of Grants of land 
being made by the Plymouth Council to other 
Companies, which prevented any extended settle- 
ment till 1639, when Sir Ferdinand Gorges se- 
cured to himself a distinct Charter or grant to all 
the land lying between the Sagadahoc and Pis- 
cataqua rivers, which he called the Province of 
Maine, after a Territory in France pronounced 
similarly and spelled Meyne. Sometime about 
1640 or 1641 he formed a system of government 
for the province and incorporated a town or city 
near Mount Agamenticus, in what is now York 
County, by the name of Georgeana ; "but neither 
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the city nor tke province g&ve evidenoe >of pros- 
perity or success." At the request of the people 
of Maine, the province was taken under the juris- 
diction of Massachusetts in 1652, andjvas made 
ft county caUed Yorkshire, with the privilege of 
sending deputies or Representatives to the Gen* 
eral Court at Boston. ^'Massachusetts laid claim 
to the whole Province as coming and lying within 
her charter of 1628, and after various and pro* 
longed controversies the territory was incorpora* 
ted with her in 1692. In 1786 '87, 1802, and 
1816 efforts were made by a portion of the peo* 
pie of Maine to become separate from Massachu- 
setts, but a majority of the inhabitants being averse 
to the measure, it was not effected till March 1820 
when by an act of Congress, the District .became 
and independent state and was admitted to the 
Union." 

It is evident from the early records of Haver- 
hiU, as from papers preserved and still to be 
seen, that the Watts' were men of ability, and 
often occupied places of trust among their towns- 
men, as well as in Legislative and military capac- 
ities. Hannah's father served as a Captain du- 
xing the French sad Indian wari covering a apace 
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of seven years, and terminated as before stated in 
176d, during which time he was in many close 
engagements and always maintained the greatest 
endurance coolness and bravery. His commis- 
sion to the Captaincy, which bears date of more 
Ihan a hundred years, he always preserved. It is 
now in possession of Capt. Samuel Watts, of 
Jonesboro, as is also the muster roll of the com- 
pany which he commanded, and both, having al- 
ways been kept in the original tin box or case, are 
in a tolerably good state of preservation and can 
be read with but little difficulty. The improve- 
ment in the art of printing and manufacture of 
paper, of the present day compared with what ex- 
isted upwards of a century ago, renders these pa- 
pers interesting relics of the past, and it is to be 
hoped that they may continue to remain in careful 
bands and thus be preserved to future generations. 
We deem the commission of sufficient family in- 
terest, aside from the general interest attached to 
it, to give it a place in this work. The following 
is his first commission, being a correct copy. 



*^ Province of New Hampshire. Benning WeB^ 
worth, Esq. ; Captain Omeral 6t Gov«rftoiir im 
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Cliief, in and over bis Majesty's Province of New 
Hampshire in New England <&;c. 

To Captain Samuel Watts, Gentleman : Greet* 
ing. By virtue of the Power of Authority^ in 
and by his Majesty's Royal Commission, tome 
granted, to be Captain-r^General &c., over this 
his Majesty^s Province of New Hampshire, afore- 
said ; I do (by these presents) reposing especial 
Trust and Confidence in your^ Loyalty, Courage 
and good Conduct* constitute and appoint youi the 
said Samuel Watts, to be Captain of a Company 
in a Regiment of foot, whereof NathM Meserve 
Esq., is Colonel, being the forces raised or to be 
raised within this province for the defence and 
protection of his Majesty^s territories from any 
further encroachment of the French at or neac 
Crown Point and upon Lake Irequois, commonly 
called by the French, Lake Champlain, and for 
removing any encroachments already made there, 
of which forces John Wlnslow, Esq., is comman** 
der-in-Chief. You are therefore carefully and 
diligently to discharge the Duty of a Captain in 
leading, and ordering and ezerciseng said compa- 
ny in arms, both infotior efficers and soldiers, and 
te kec^them in good order and disciplme ; herei* 
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hj commanding them to obey you as a Captain, 
and yourself to observe and follow f uck orders 
and instructions, as you shall from time to time 
receive from me, or the commander-in-Chief for 
the time being, or your other Superior officers for 
his Majesty service, according to rules and Disci- 
pline of War, pursuant to the Trust reposed in 
You. 

Given und^ my hand and Seal at arms at 
' Portsmouth the Jirst day of May^ in the 

twenty-ninth year of the reign oj his 

Majesty f King George the second^ Atinoq ; 

Domini^ 1756. 

B. WENTWORTH. 
By His Exce lencie's Command. 

Theodobe W. Kinson, Sec'ty.*' 



In the same tin box or case is another com- 
mission to the Captaincy issued by Thomas Hut- 
chinson, '^Lieutenant Governor and comman- 
der-in-Chief of his Majesty's forces in the Mac- 
sachusetts Bay,'* to serve in the regiment of foot 
whereof John Whitcomb was Coloiiel. Tins boars 
dale, the 10th day of June, 1760, and is signed in 
the hand writing of Got. Hutohiuott, also by A, 
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Oliver, Secretary of the Province. This was is- 
sued under the Seal at arms at Boston. 

How Capt. Watts came to he commissioned by 
the authorities of the province of New Hampshire 
is not now known* It is helieved generally by 
his descendants, and we have every reason to be- 
lieve with correctness, that he never resided in 
the Province, having always lived at Haverhill 
until he removed with his family into the territory 
of Maine. In the year 1759 he accompanied Gen. 
Wolfe on his expedition for the reduction of Que- 
bec, and comanded a company of forty-one pri- 
vates, four secretaries and four corporals, in CqL 
Whitcomb's Regiment. Of his actual eificiency 
in that expedition, or with what satisfaction to bis 
superior officers he performed his duties, we have 
no reliable means of stating. There is no doubt, 
however, but in that, as in whatever else he at- 
tempted, be acted well his part, and that his pat- 
riotism sbn^nk from no responsibility. 



CHAPTER II. 

Hannah Watts, (subsequently Weston,) was 
always remarkable for her courage and fortitude, 
which oftentimes ex<2^ted astonishment as well as 
admiration. Such was evidently her nature ; it 
was not borrowed, or affected for any occasion, 
but ever living, ever ready. When we consider 
from whom she descended, and who were her 
New England ancestry, there need arise no won- 
der, or astonishment, unless to kindle anew our 
pride and our regard, when reflecting that she 
so truly retained the vigor and energy of her 
fathers, and so well represented them through the 
lapse of time and interrening space of generations. 

The history of her family is identified with very 
many important events of the early New England 
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times. Many of those events are prominent be- 
fore th3 people of to-day, and are often the reci- 
tations of familiarity, while many of those, who 
were foremost in word and work in bringing them 
about, have passed away in silence, the object of 
their labor having become finished in the attain- 
ment, and no desire ever manifested, if indeed 
such ever existed, to transmit any record to pos- 
terity how far and to what extent, they were 
themselves influential in the accomplishment, and 
the tradition of generations, changed as most likely 
it has been, remains alone of which to learn and 
by which to estimate their character and judge 
q{ their patriotism. 

By a comparison of these traditionary sayings 
with early family and town records, we have been 
able to ascertain, beyond doubt, that Mrs. Weston 
was a direct descendant of the famous Mrs. Dus- 
tan, who, it will be recollected, was taken captive 
by the Indians, at Haverhill, Mass., in the year 
1 697, and who, to effect her escape, after a long 
and perilous journey through the wilderness, mur- 
dered ten of the savages during the dark hours of 
mid-nightv and made her way back to Haverhill, 
after a few months absence, to the surprise of her 
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friends, who had supposed herniead. 

It appears that Thomas Dustan married Han- 
nah Emerson, December 22, 1677, and that they 
had thirteen children. The seventh child married 
John Watts, a near family connection of Mrs. 
Weston's grand-father. The eighth child was 
murdered by the Indians, while an infant ; and at 
the time of Mrs. Dustan 's capture, while Abagail, 
the eighth child who lived to attain maturity, 
married Samuel Watts, Mrs. Weston's grand- 
father, on her father^s side. Thus it will be seen 
that the celebrated old Mrs. Dustan was the great- 
grandmother of Mrs. Weston, and that much of 
the fortitude and heroism of the former was in- 
herited by the latter, as we shall elsewhere have 
occasion to record. The account of Mrs. Dus tan's 
capture, treatment while in, and means adopted 
to secure her release from captivity, forming as it 
does an interesting portion of the family history, 
we have thought best to insert here. The fol- 
lowing from Ooodrich^s United States History, 
is to the point :. 

^^In an attack, by a body of Indians, on Haver- 
hill, Mass., in the winter of 1697, the conclu^g 
year of the war, a party of the assailants ap- 



protehed tlie kouMt of $ Mfi^.. DirttaiK Cl^piMl tlm 
Ibs^ aiiur«s he. fle^iv fM«M « adiglsbeiilig iidid ttf his 
fiimilf; S vren of hk childliiBii ho cKYecMt-td 1b^ 
while hehiriMolf went tt> aoski fait^ wife» who ^im 
confined to the bed whh aa; inlbut a week oId«<— 
Bat before she could leave her bed* the saTages 
arrived. 

In despair of rendering her assistance, Mr» 
Dustan flew to the door, mounted his horde, attd 
determined, in his own mind, to snatch up and 
save the child which he loved best; but, upon 
coming up to them, he found it impossible to 
make a selection. He determined, therefore, to 
meet his fate with them ; to defend and save them 
from their pursuers or die by their side. 

A body of Indians soon came up with him, and 
from short distances fired upon him and his little 
company. For more than a mile, he continued 
to retreat, placing himself between his children 
and the fire of the savages, and returning their 
shots with great spirit and success. As Mr. Dus- 
tan quitted his house a party of Indians entered 
it. Mrs. Dustan was in bed, but they ordered 
her to rise, and before she could completely dress 
herself, obliged her and her nurse, a Mrs. Teft, to 
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quit the bouse, which they pluadered and set on fire. 

In these distressing circamstances, Mrs. Dustan 
began her march, with other captives, into the 
wilderness. The air was keen, and their path 
led alternately through snow and deep mud, and 
her savage conductors delighted rather in the in- 
fliction of torment than the alleviation of distress. 
The company had proceeded but a short distance, 
when an Indian, thinking the infant an incum- 
brance, took it from the nurse's arms, and vio- 
lently terminated its life. Such of the other cap- 
tives as began to be weary, and incapable of pro- 
ceeding, the Indians killed with their tomahawks. 
Feeble as Mrs. Dustan was, both she and her 
nurse sustained with wonderful energy the fa- 
tigue and misery attending a journey of one hun- 
dred and fifty miles. 

On their arrival at the place of their destina- 
tion, they found the wigwam of the savage who 
claimed them as his personal property to be in- 
habited by twelve Indians. In the ensuing April, 
this family set out, with iheur captives, for an In- 
dian settlement still more remote. The captives 
were informed that, on their arrival at the settle- 
ment, they must submit to be stripped, scourged, 
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and ran the gauntlet between two files of Indians. 
This information carried distress te the minds of 
the captive women, and led them promptly to de« 
rise some means of escape. 

Early in the morning of the 10th of May, Mrs. 
Dustan awaking her nurse and another fellow* 
prisoner, they despatched ten of the twelve In* 
dians, while asleep^ The other two escaped.-— 
The women then pursued their difficult and toil* 
some journey through the wilderness, and at 
length arrived in safety at^ Haverhill. Subse- 
quently, they visited Boston, and received at the 
hand of the General Court, a handsome consider- 
ation for their extraordinary sufferings and heroic 
conduct." 

The precise date of Samuel Watts and Abigail 
Dustan's marriage, we have not been able to learn, 
though it is probable that it occurred in 1715. — 
The children of this marriage were Samuel (Mrs. 
Weston's father) born August 29th 1716 ; Han- 
nah, July 23d 1718; Thomas, May 17th 1720; 
Joseph, November 4th 1722; Abigail, February 
16th 1725; Mary, March 5th 1726. Abigail, 
mother of this family, died May 5th 1727, when 
Samuel was but little more than ten years old. 



CHAPTER III. 

Samuel, the eldest child, married at Haverhill 
sometime about 1740. Of this however we have 
no reliable means of knowing further than that 
he married ; neither have we been able to ascer- 
tain, after a great deal of inquiry and research, to 
whom he married. It is also generally accredit- 
ed, that Capt. Watts had no children by his first 
wife. His second wife was Elsie Bean. His 
second marriage occurred at Haverhill, where the 
Htmsty if not all of bis children were bom. Of 
his seeoud marriage we have no reliable record as 
tp date, but circumstanoes timte to furove coaclu- 
sivelf that ilk took place in 1755 or 1756. We 
hfv^ nptbii^ Ht handj which will admit of 9poak- 
ing of Miaa BQaa'a finaily. No imify X9P9r4 has 



been pzeserved^ if ixsdeed one was keyt^undiioth'* 
iag definite or in aay measure reliable MSi te 
tryed down through «o many generations, eepee- 
ially where only the ordinary transactions ttl life 
are |»a8sed from one to another, unaided sav^ by 
memory. Enough to know that Miss Bean w«s 
of respectable descent and was wortliy of being 
the wife of so good a man as Capt. Watts. Of 
Capt Watts' brothers and sisters none «ter came 
to Maine. It is oot known where they lived and 
died. Some of the family of Mrs. Weston hare 
a vague idea that they went to England in com- 
pany with their father, during the French and In* 
dian war. If so, in all probability they remained 
there, and Mrs. Weston's father was the only one 
that contmued to live in this country. This seems 
probable, as no trace of the family, or the name, 
has been known in Haverhill for the last seventy- 
five years, as we elsewhere stated, on the author- 
ity of the written history ^f that town. Ano&i^r 
not very imxnrobable conjecture is, that that they 
emigrated to Carolina or some of the central or 
western states, then comparatively q^w and rap« 
idly fiSiag up with adventurers from Old as well 
as New En^nd. Or, a part of the family with 
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the ftther, might have gone to England, while 
the others not caring to live where surroundings 
constantly reminded them of distant friends, ^- 
igrated; Samuel, only, coming East, and thus 
separated by distances, wars and misfortunes, all 
communication and knowledge of one another 
were precluded. 

Sometime about 1760 to 1762 Capt. Watts re- 
moved from Haverhill, to Falmouth, now Port- 
land or Cape Elizabeth, Maine. He resided 
there but a few years, as in 1769 in company 
with a large number of families, he again moved 
farther east, and settled on Chandler's River, now 
Jonesboro. Only two or three families lived 
' there at the time. .A man by the name of Chan- 
dler, the pioneer of the town, having located 
there some half dozen years previous, and built a 
saw mill and cleared away the woods to a limited 
extent. Capt. Watts built him a log house on 
what has ever since been know as the Watts' 
lands, and like other settlers of a new country 
devoted himself to clearing his fields and farming 
in the summer, and in the winter to lumbering. 
The hardships attending the support of a family 
were very severe, yet his great perseverance en- 
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abled him to realize a comfortable liviDg. 

We baye already alluded to the settlement of 
Jonesboro, and as this town was the residing, as 
it is the resting place, of the subject of our histo- 
ry, we shall be pardoned if we give a few inter- 
esting items concerning its earlier times. 

Mr. Judah Chandler, was the pioneer of the 
place be]^ond a doubt. No evidence exists, that 
we are aware of, to show that he was not the first 
white man who attempted a settlement there, 
while on the contrary enough is known to prove 
very satisfactorily, that he built the first house in 
the town. One or two gentlemen by the name 
of Bucknam accompanied Mr. Chandler, and aid- 
ed him in building a saw mill.' It is not known 
how long the Mess. Bucknam lived in the town, 
if indeed, they resided there at all. Mr. Chan- 
dler's house was built pf rough logs, and stood on 
the side of the hill, between the house of Joshua 
Whitney and the present mills. 

Mr. Chandler built his house and mill some- 
time about 1'7$4. We have been particular in 
giving the spot where the first house was built, 
as it may be useful for future re&renee* The 
first saw mill was erected on the dam where the 
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mills on the main river now stand. The river in 
tfae iFicimty of th^ mlle^ and particularly just be- 
low the dam^ was thei» mueb narrower thaa i^ ia 
now. We have heard the old people speak (^ a 
^'cornfield'' below the dam on the south side, thai 
was tilled for many years, where for a considerable 
period back the tide has flown to a height of sev- 
eral feet. 

Chandler's mill stood on the north side of the 
river. This was the only mill in the place for 
some years. Subsequently Captain Ephraim 
Whitney, a very active, business man, and, who, 
at this writing May 12, 1857, is living at an ad- 
vanced age, rebuilt Chandler^s mill ; also built 
another on a site in the central part of the river, 
known as the "Kennebec" mill. The master 
builder was a Kennebec man, hence the name of 
the "Old Kennebec" which is a familiar phrase 
among the millmen in Jonesboro, to this day. — 
At a later period the mill built by Captain Whit- 
ney, on the site of the Chandler mill, was torn 
down, and the present substantial mill put up in 
its place, by Porter Whitney, youngest son of 
Captain Whitney. Besides the saw mills, at va- 
rious periods a full quota of lath mills were erect-* 
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ed— *aIso a grist mill, being the «ame standing 
there npw, and the only one ever built in the 
town. In addition to the mills on the main riv- 
er, there were the '*tide mills/' on the east side of 
the river, some three miles below ; a mill at Eng- 
lishman's River and one on "Beaver Brook," in 
the Farnsworth district. 

Capt. Watts built his house sometime about 
1769, very near the spot where Reuben Whit- 
ney ^s house now stands. His land comprised the 
lots now occupied by Francis Schoppe, the Simp- 
son heirs, Thomas Flaherty and heirs of G. F. 
Whitney. Aside from the active part he took 
relative to the invasion of Machias in 1775-6-7, 
Captain Watts was not publicly known. Already 
passed three score years and a half, he felt the in- 
firmities of age, and enjoyed himselfbestat home 
in the peaceable, unambitious pursuits of life. — 
The exact time of his death is not known, though 
there can be but little doubt, that it occurred some- 
time in the year 1788, making his age about sev- 
enty-two years. No stone, or slab has been put 
up to mark the spot where he lies. His grave is 
but a few steps distant from where his house was, 
being in the Schoppe field, at the South east of 



{ 
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the house occupied by Francis Schoppe. She^ 
who was his companion through life, slumbers by 
his side. Her death took place frome years sub- 
sequent to his. Other graves are there, part of 
which are known, and possibly some one living 
may knqw their precise resting place. Seventy- 
nine years have passed away since his death, and 
with that lapse of time, all of those more directly 
connected with and interested in him. 

Sometime about 1767 Joel Whitney moved to 
'•Chandler's River" this being the name of the 
place till 1789, when it was granted to John C. 
Jones, by Massachusetts. Mr. Whitney came 
from Falmouth. Previously he married Mary 
Weston, a sister of Josiah Weston. He built a 
log house at the end of the mill dam on the South 
ide of the river, and near the "cornfield" before 
alluded to. Hannah Whitney, daughter of Joel, 
was the first female of English parentage, and the 
first child, bom in the town. Captain Ephraim 
Whitney, bi^other of Hannah, some two years 
younger, was the first white male child bora in 
the town. These two children were born in the 
house above mentioned, which in Captain Whit- 
ney's words was very small ^'Being all in one 
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room, with tiuree small windows ; a chimney in 
one end, and the door in one corner/' 

Joel Whitney was a prominent man in his time. 
His judgment was much relied on in business 
matters, and he acted as sortofcounaellorinmat* 
ters requiring adj udication. He died quite youngs 
however, much lamented, leaving his estate, con- 
sisting, of lands, mill dec, to the care of his son 
Ephraim, who had not yet attained his majcnrity. 
The latter proved himself an enterprising young 
man. He possessed good natural, business abil- 
ities, which soon enabled him to add largely to 
the property left by his father, and gave him good 
standing at home and abroad. Subsequently, he 
purchased the house, on ^'Jackson Hill," built, we 
believe, by a Mr. Bucknam, which he enlarged 
and improved, and ever afterwards occupied.-— 
He married Sarah Noyes, a good, kind hearted wo- 
man, by whom he had a large family of children. 
Both are now living, at an advanced age, though 
the long term of nearly seventy years has passed 
away, since their fortunes were united at the hy- 
menial altar. Ten of their children are yet liv- 
ing. One died when quite young, and two, after 
having attained the meridian of life. 
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Captain Whitney Iras a member of the State 
Legislature of Massachusetts, two years in suc- 
cession. He was a member of tire Convetition 
which formed the Constitution of Maine in 1S20 ; 
also, a member of the first Legislature of Maine 
after it was admitted in to the Union as an inde- 
pendent State, and at a later period, represented 
his district in the State Legislature, at Augusta. 
In these positions he discharged his duties faith- 
fully and to the acceptance of his constituency. 
He made many valuable acquaintances among 
New England men, the remembrance of which he 
cherished with pleasure. Representing a new 
part of the State, and being familiar with the 
needs of the people, his advice was generally lis- 
tened to with attention. Being a practical man 
himself, he suggested no step, which he did not 
deem of practical utility to the inhabitants, whose 
representative he was. 

During his early years he was repeatedly chosen 
Assessor, Selectman, Treasurer, and Agent of the 
town. Was Captain of a compRuy of Militia, in 
those days, when military positions were more 
highly honored and esteemed, and justly too, than 
they are now. 
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We have tkus aMuded %o Captain Wkitney, a« 
hi9 whole life was so elosely connectetl with the 
town, as one of its most efficient men, that it 
seemed proper to do so. He was born Novem- 
ber 7, 1770. 

Chandler's river was one of the best timbered 
in the State of Maine, in proportion to its size. A 
heavy growth of old pine lined its banks on either 
side for mites back. When first settled it was 
soon discovered, that near its source, the beavers, 
an animal common to this section of the country 
in its early settlement, had thrown high dams 
across the main river and each of its two princi- 
pal branches, causing the water to flow over an 
immense tract of fiat country, thereby converting 
it into meadow, or grass-producing land. This 
drew the settlers thither to procure supplies of hay 
for their cattle. Especially in winter, this prov- 
ed a valuable privilege, as their lumber operations 
were much facilitated by it* A natural conse- 
quence was, that attempts were made to clear 
these meadows by fire, which, while it h^ the 
desired effect, vast breadths of excellent timber 
were prostrated, really of more value to Maine 
than CaKlbriiia gold fliines. Tinber was then 
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abundant* hence the loss was not felt, thougb in 
later years it has proved otherwise. In another 
Ttew these meadows haye proved disadvantageous 
to the people. Relying on them for their neees« 
sary siipply of hay, they were wont to neglect 
their farms ; and even now, this symptom is quite 
visible. A few have made pecuniary gains by be* 
coming owners of the meadows, and demanding 
high rents of those, whose needs forced them to 
become *' Eights men.'' For years and years 
back, these meadows have been staked off into 
lots or rights, and appear to be regarded as a sort 
of hereditary property. 

The first school in the town was taught by a 
Miss Cook, who claimed to be a near relative of 
the celebrated navigatior, of that name. The 
school was kept in a house a little to the North- 
ward of the house now occupied by Joshua Whit- 
ney. It was built and owned by a Mr. Thompson. 

The first school house built in the town stood 
near where Capt. £. Richardson^s house now 
stands. For a long time this was the only school 
house, and schools not kept here, were kept in 
private houses. A whole generation received 
their first education in that old school house. — 
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Men of forty to fifty years, now living, will re« 
member it distinctly welL Among others, we 
th4nk of Colonel Daniel Merritt, a man and poll* 
tician of considerable note, now a resident of Jay, 
Maine. Abraham N. Noyes, Esq., merchant, Bel- 
fast, Maine. Nathaniel C. Farnsworth, Precep» 
tor of an Academy, at or tiear Sheboygan, Wis* 
eonsin, who received their A. B. C. lessons there. 

Kev. James Lyon, of Machias, was the minister 
who preached the iirst sermon, and held the first 
religious meeting in the place. This occurred at 
Captain Whitney's house, and must have been 
prior to 1790, though the exact time is not now 
known. The first meeting house was built in 
1841, and immediately following the great relig- 
ious revival of the previous year, under the 
preaching of Rev* Mr. Carruthers, a Scotchman, 
well known in that and all the adjoining towns. 

The first Post Master in the town, was William 
Tupper, father of the late Ansel Tupper. He re-* 
ceived his appointment when Benjamin Franklin 
was Post Master General. He kept his ofilce in 
his house, which stood on the bill, very near 
where the meeting house now stands. Ansel 
Tupper succeeded his father in that ofilice, whic^ 
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has subsequeotly been filled by Cphraim Whit* 
Qoy, Francis Scboppe,i Z. M. Hall, George W. 
T^y^r and F. B. Fumsworth. 

For sometime after the senior Tupper was 
made Post Master, the mail was carried on foot, 
by a Mr. Moon, once a fortnight, from Sullivan's 
Ferry, via. Gouldsboro, Narraguagus, Pleasant 
River, Chandler's River, and Macbias to Passama- 
qooddy. It was not burdensome as the carrier 
sometimes enclosed it in his pocket-handkerchief ! 
Subsequently it was carried on horseback, then 
in a single horse wagon, and finally, as roads 
were opened and bridges thrown across the 
streams, in coaches drawn by two or four horses. 

Prior to 1809 newspapers were not easily ob- 
tained. For some time the only one taken in 
town was by Capt. Whitney, the "Columbian 
Centincl," printed at Boston. Afterwards Capt. 
Hall and Mr. Weston took one together. 

The first snil vessel which appeared in the riv- 
er, was a sloop, about the year 1785. A Mr. 
Locke visited the place for ike purpose of trade. 
He kept his goods in his vessel, which he ex- 
changed for lumber. When the owners chose to 
send their lumber to Boston, Capt. Locke would 



frQiglit it fo? a abate o| 9119 fomxh* 

Tha firs^ store built m the tpwn, waa pwo/^d by 
a Mr« Pa?8on8. He Iniilt a 0iiiall vbarf ne^ip 
*^Tupper^3 Rocka" no caUe49 and ju3t abovi^ the 
wharf he erected a store. H^ traded th^re for 
some years with profit to himself and adyantage 
to the people. Vessels received and discharged 
their freights at Parson's irharf. 

Among the first mechanics who lived in the 
town was a Mr» Webb* He kept his shop ija a 
room of his house, where he performed the duties 
of a blacksmith very skUfuIly and with great con- 
venience to bis neighbors. His house was near 
the ''apple tree" on Jackson Hill* Michael 
Whitney was another blacksmith who succeeded 
Mr. Webb. For many years the only shoemaker 
in the place was a Mr. Whitney. He was con- 
sidered a faithful workman aa the soles of the 
people often testified. 

Jonesboronghy as before stated, was granted by 
the state, to John C. Jones and ethers, January 
1st, 17M. It then included the districts of 
''Back's Harbor" and /'little Kennebec,'' the 
fc^mer^ow belonging to Machiai^K»rt and the lat- 
tiair 49. Maduaiiw.n4l9q^ Itbe. whole^ of what qpw 
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conatittttes the town of Jonesport. It contained 
48,160 acres. It was incorporated, the 4th of 
March, 1809, being the 176th town. By a gene- 
ral law of MastacbuBetts each incorporated town 
was entitled to a Representative in the General 
Court (Legislature) at Boston. The next year, 
Oapt. Whitney was elected Representative. 

It is sometimes said by the old people, that 
Massachusetts granted Jones the towns of Jones- 
boro and Cutler, as a remuneration for a sloop, 
owned by Jones, which with other vessels, was 
sent in an expedition against Castine, but was 
lost. Estimating the sloop at a very high value, 
the land could have cost no more than three cents 
an acre ! We do not vouch for the fact, though it 
was generally accredited in those days. 

The first ''£ramed" house built in the town was 
the one before alluded to, built by Mr. Bncknam, 
and subsequently purchased by Capt. Whitney. — 
The cost of building such a house was very great. 
For instance the nails used for boarding the walls 
cost seventy-five cents pr pound. Common door 
latches cost seventy-five cents; the same article 
can be had new for ten cents. No lime could be 
had for plastering the rooms, comequendy boards 
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wete used for ceiling on the walls and overhead. 
Of course no unnecessary expense was made, 
while the strictest economy was practiced. Ne« 
cessity is the mother of invention-— as the early 
settlers practically shew. 

At some periods during the Revolutionary war, 
the scarcity of provision was very great. For 
weeks together not a kernel of corn or an ounce 
of flour could he ohtained. The clam heds kept 
the people alive ; while they tilled the soil, cut 
their hay and gathered their farm produce with 
nothing to live on except potatoes, fish and deer 
meaty which served to give additional relish to 
their clam soup, and make a change of diet. At 
one time a harrel of flour was ohtained for which 
the proprietor paid eighteen dollars. At another 
time a few bushels of com were brought in by a 
trader, which he exchanged for lumber, giving 
two bushels lor a thousand feet. This had to be 
carried by water, to Machias, to get it ground in* 
to meaL The plain loaves of bread, which that 
com was converted into, were consumed by a 
people more thankful than any we in our day have 
^ever witnessed. 
. The first town meeting, wafOted by Bpbndm 



Wiiitney, ¥y vlHm of a Wflowit ftMi Btepken 
Joww, JiMdce «f ihe RMum, iraa held oft the 27Ui 
day of littdi 1S09. At ibis meeting the people 
siitde unanimous ^oiee of the foUotsing ofRe^rs: 

Ephraim WHiTNrf , Bioderator. 
Ai>n^ Ar«Bs, Town Clerk. 

Ephraim Whitney, I 

Ansel Tupper, > Selectmen. 

JoKN Sawitsr, -Jr., { 

Paul Thcmipson, Senr., J 

JosiAH Notes, Constable. 

Adin Atres, ) 

Bmbulth Whitney, % Assessors. 

AnSBL TuPPERy j 

EpflRAiM Whitney, Treasurer. 
Oae incident, showing the difficulUes of pioneer 
life, we will here relate. As before ststed, after 
the death of Joel Whitney, his sons Epfarann and 
Reuben suceeeded hitti in his business, the fbraier 
being prindpaL On^ 4ay while sawing in the 
mill, they had the misfi>rtanie to break the csank* 
Lumber was hMgiDgia-fiiir price, and having a.ooo- 
tract to fill, tise aeeident was one of oonsUenMe 
seriousness, to say aothivgof the incidental Joes. 
No Blacksmith was then in town, and the crank was 
bsavg^irMghiag just about 4wo huadsed pounds. 
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After a few w oi c a t s i»fi00li<m, it was agreed 
to iiave it takea out^ and that Beobon ths yottn^^^ 
er brother, ehouU take it to Cdumiaa on horsei^ 
baek to be wpaised. These was ^otiiing bat a 
foot-path, and poor at. that, and no bridge aoross 
Indian Btver. In due time the bosae .was made 
ready, the crank put on his baek and eecored ia 
the best possible manner with straps and lines^ 
and by a halter was led by hia attendant on hiM 
journey. 

No difficulty was experienced until coming to 
tbe river before mentioned. Here the water was 
Tonning with considerable force and deep enough 
to cover the horse's back. If an attempt to ford 
wa« made and the crank was lost off, a long time 
must eiMue before it could be recovered, and the 
milling at Jonesboro would be entirely suspended. 
The only thing practicable, that could be done in 
any safely, was to remove tbe crank from ths 
howe'a back and carry it across the river on hw 
(Reuben's) shoulders. This .was a task, as only 
a aitti^e poto spanned the rit«r, Imt U was per- 
formed mtec$isfiMy. The horse was then got 
over, the crank reloaded, and carried safely to 
Columbia; and next day returned, the river 
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o^ssing being effected in precisely the same way 
tfs on the preTious day I Not more than one man 
in a thousand could have done so much. It 
showed the perseverence and energy of men in 
times of trial and hardship. 

The travelled path for many years, from Jones- 
boro to Machias, led from the mill in the former 
place over ^'Machias hill/' thence by a circuitous 
route to the latter town. No carriage of any 
kind, except a single sleigh, the horse being driv- 
en by General Cobb, of Gouldsboro, ever passed 
through on this route, and that only. once. The 
path was for the accommodation of foot people 
and on horseback* Subsequently a road was cut 
through near where the old county road now is, 
and from time to time the people of the two places 
built it to the dividing line, so that teams and 
carriages could travel over it very conveniently. 
Prior to this a large amount of travel^ and all the 
transportation was effected by nieans of boats. — 
Two days were required to perform tlie journey 
by water. In stormy weather it was dangerous, 
and often excited the deepest solicitude. . 



CHAPTER IV. 

Machias and Jonesbora were settled at about 
the same time. We have hastily passed through 
with a few points touclung the early history of 
the latter, and as the two were Tery generally 
interested in each other in earlier times, it is well, 
in this place, to give a passing notice to the former. 

Machias was incorporated June 22, 1784, being 
in order the 72d town, and the first municipal 
corporation established between the St. Crox and 
Penobscot rivers. This place was first visited by 
men from Scarboro, for the purpose of cutting 
hay on its extensive marshes, in 1761-*2« They 
examined the Falls, selected mill rites, and made 
calculation for removal as soon as they could 
effect a change in affairs at heme. 
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In May 1763 they formed an association inclad- 
ing sixteen persons and moved their effects to 
MachiaSf called ^* Mechisses ** by the Indians. — 
Their names were S. and S. Scott ; T. D. and 6. 
Libby ; D. Fogg ; J. and W. B. Larabee ; J. and 
S. Stone ; J. Foster ; Josiah and D. Hill. Most 
^ of these settled at '' West Falls/' The Mess. 
Foster, Munson, Sevey and Scott settled at *' East 
Falls." In 1765 Morris O'Brien and his sons 
settled at the former place, and built a double saw- 
mill on the South side of the Falls. The year 
previous the "Associates" had erected a mill, 
laid out a seven acre lot, one for each person, and 
built eleven log houses, in which they lived. A 
Mrs. Larabee, wife of one of the company^ was 
the first English, or American woman who had 
lived in the town. Accessions were made each 
year to the settlement. In 176S a mill was built 
on East River a few rods above the head of the 
tide, by Benjamin Foster, assisted by a Mr. Jones. 
Before 1T70, several malls were erected on both 
East and West rivers, and one on Middle river. — 
This year the inhabitaats applied, in June, to the 
General Court, in a petition beaming eighty names, 
for a grant of the -towosbip. The i/W^Mmbly ac- 
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ceded to the wish, and coafinned it to the settlers, 
with the usual reservation of lots for public uses. 
A proviso was inserted in the confirmation^ that 
the King's assent should be obtained before three 
years, but before this was accomplished the Revo- 
lutionary war commenced, and with its success all 
layal claims were extinguished. 

The first minister who resided at Machias, was 
Rev. James Lyon. He was a native of Prince- 
ton, New Jersey, was there educated, and first 
settled at Nova Scotia. He came to Machias in 
1771, organized a church in 1781, made himself 
a very useful man among the people, and died in 
October, 1794, much lamented. He was very 
active during the two or three first years of the 
war of the Revolution, as we may have occasion 
elsewhere to show. 

In 1794 the settlers built a church, the first put 
up in the town. It stood near the lot now occupied 
by the Libby Hall building. Nearly opposite 
this, and near where the Smith house now is : 
the fort was built in 1776. In the neighborhood 
of this fort, the famous **Liberty Pole" was 
raised by the heroic O'Briens and other people of 
Machias, just previous to the capture of the ^'Mar- 
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granetto*' in June 1775. 

Williamson, in his history of Maine, says*-* 
^Mecbisses/* now Machias, ^'Seemed to have at- 
tracted much attention, ever since its situation 
first fdll under the eye of visitants, whether Eng- 
lish or French. In 1633, the Plymouth Colonists 
established a trading house there ; the French at- 
tempted to settle it in 1644, and in 1763 men 
from Scarborough, formed a permanent plan- 
tation." 

As before stated ^ the General Court granted 
these settlers the township on the usual terms. — 
A little prior to this, or about the same time, the 
Earl of Catherlougb, Lord Viscount Falmouth, 
and a Mr. Vassal, proposed, if assisted and sup- 
ported by the General Court, of Massachusetts, 
to settle the lands twelve miles in width on each 
side of Machias river, ''back fifty miles from its 
mouth, with six hundred families, containing at 
least 3000 souls. This was checked by the grant 
to the Scarborough men before mentioned.'* 

The people of Machias were brave and patriotic. 
For their bold stand against the usurpation of 
their rights and invasion of their privileges by 
their British neighbors. The affair of 1775 gave 
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them mach credit, an account of which, we copy 
from WHIiamson's history. 

^'The place, though it had been settled only 
twelve years, now contained about eighty fami'^ 
lies and one hundred single men. Capt. Ichabod 
Jones of Boston, whose wife and daughter were 
with their kindred at Machias, obtained leave of , 
Admiral Graves to freight his vessel with provis-* 
ions, and carry them to the settlement; upon 
condition of returning with a cargo of wood and 
lumber for the British troops. Jones was accom- 
panied thither by the Margranetto, an English 
schooner, armed with four or five four pounders 
in the hold, several swivels mounted, and a suf- 
ficient number of hand granades; being com- 
manded by midshipman Moor, a relation of the 
Admiral. On their arrival in the West branch, 
Jones had a meeting of the settlers called, early 
in June, who took a view of their destitute and 
remote situation, and passed votes permitting his 
vessel to load. But Benjamin Foster and a par- 
ty from East River, conceived the bold design of 
making the British officers their prisoners, while 
attending public worship on the Sabbath; and 
likewise the Margranetto their prize, while lying 
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i)elow tlie point fonned by the ooii€iienoe of West 
and Middle rivers. As he, or some of his party, 
however, were passing over armed to the North- 
erly side of West river ; the officers (who were 
in the meeting) discovered them, and barely 
avoided seizure, by going instantly on board.— 
As Foster was thus disappointed in his first ob- 
ject and plan, he sent for O'Brien and his sons, 
with whom he held a consultation in the woods, 
two miles below O'Brien's house ; when it was 
concluded to make an attack upon Mooi's schoon- 
er in East B^ver, and O'Brien and his party took 
Jones' largest sloop in the West River, and hav 
ing prepared for action, both proceeded down, the 
rivers, on Wednesday, some armed with muskets 
and some with pitchforks, and manouvered to lay 
their vessels along side of the enemy and board 
her. To prevent it several hand granades were 
thrown at O'Brien, Foster and their companions, 
also several swivels and muskets were discharged 
at them, by which two of O'Brien's men, McNeil 
and Colbeth were kUled, and two or three others 
were badly wounded. But the British schooner 
received a deadly fire in return ; and Moor, who 
ittiide a brave defence, presently fell of a mortal 
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wound. At the same time, one Avery, master of 
a Connecticut coaster then in the harbor ha;^en 
ing to be on board was killed ; and several of 
Moor^s men were either slain or received fatal 
wounds. The bloody skirmish so terrified the 
second officer in command, a young midshipman, 
that he fled panic-struck to the cabin. She was 
then boarded and soon brought up to the foot of 
the West Falls in triumph. Moor, who was 
kindly carried ashore, died the next day.'' 

A brother of Mrs. Weston, Samuel Watts, a 
lad of eighteen years, always claimed to have 
fired the fatal shot by which Capt. Moor fell. — 
Circumstances indicate the truthfulness of his 
claim. Capt. Moor was the first naval officer 
who fell in the Revolution. It is not known 
whether he was buried in Machias or not, though 
it is quite probable that he was. Mr. Watts, by 
whose unerring aim he fell, was pensioned by 
government for his services in this engagement, 
and subsequent service in aiding the people of 
Machias to repulse the British at various times. 

His grave may be found in a private burying 
ground on the Hall farm, in Jonesboro. His 
memory deserves a monument with a suitable in- 
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acription so that futiure generations can li&d the 
resting place of the citizen soldier, who killed 
the first British, naval officer, at the comaieiiee- 
ment of the American Berolution. The marks, 
and little mound, incident to the common grave 
are not enough. 

It was to assist in the capture of the Margran- 
etto, that Mrs. Weston and her sister-in-law, 
brought powder through the wilderness from 
Jonesboroagh, an account of which we shall give 
elsewhere. Her husband assisted in the capture 
of the vessel, and some of her family think that her 
father was among the victors. We are inclioed 
to think otherwise, as he was about seventy 
years of age. His spirit and patriotism would 
have urged him forward, but physical infirmities 
prevented. 

The determined spirit of resistance manifested 
by the people of Machias, caused the British Ad- 
miralily no little anxiety. In August 1777, four 
armed vessels were sent against the town. — 
*'They came to an anchor at the foot of the Nar- 
rows, a mile or more below the junction of East 
and West Machias Rivers. They first burned a 
tide mill and took a coasting sloop, and the next 
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day proceeded with her and their brig up the 
West River. It being foggy they landed at the 
^'IndianBrim/' two and a half miles below West 
village. Here they burned two houses, two 
barns and a building used for a guard house — all 
near the battery.' The barges then cowed the 
brig and the sloop to the mouth of Middle Eiver 
(near where the ship yards on the point are) in a 
dead calm, and anchored them half a mile below 
the foot of West Falls, when it was high water 
and near sunset. Being briskly attacked by 
Major Stillman and his party on tbe Western 
side, and on the qther by Joseph Neptune, Chief 
of the Passamaquoddy tribe, the men were driven 
from their barges on board of the brig, and before 
she could be worked down to Indian Brim, she 
run ashore, and the men to save their lives went 
below deck. When she fleeted, she received so 
brisk a fire from the North shore, that her crew 
could not manage her and she grounded again ; 
yet with a fair breeze, she at last effected a re- 
treat to the other vessels at anchor. Every man 
in the place able to bear arms was upon the 
shores ; in addition there were present between 
forty and fifty Indian fighters, who raised and 



52 LIFE OF HANNAH WJSSTON. 

kept up a hidebufl yell, which being echoed bj 
the whites in similar Indian tone, so reverberated 
through the forests^ as to induce the supposition 
that they were full of wild savages. Discouraged 
by these appearances, and by the vigor and spirit 
with which they were resisted, the British squad- 
ron in a day or two left the place." They after- 
wards (the British officers) caused extravagant 
accounts of their expedition to be published ; 
stating, that two magazines full of hides, rice and 
other stores had been destroyed. These must 
have been a grist mill and one of the houses 
burned, which was occupied by a shoemaker, 
where they saw soitie tanned hides ! 

Nothing saved Machias and all the settlements 
to the Eastward of the Penohscot, but the friend- 
liness of the Indians. Had they been induced to 
joined the British and aided in the plunder of the 
feeble towns, the whole population must have 
been destroyed. It is to their credit and ought 
not be forgotten by our people, that they rigidly 
adhered to the American cause. Their descend- 
ants among us are few and feeble, but they are 
the lingering representatives of a tribe, who 
made the cause of our fathers, their cause and 
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whose claim to the sympathies of the people of 
Eiastem Maine ought never die. 

On account of this attack on Machias, several 
companies of militia from Cumberland County, 
were ordered out, and all of them tarried until 
late in the fall. No serious attempt was made 
on the town afterwards. During the Revolution 
the settlers labored under great embarrassment. 
Money and provisions were scare, and business 
pursued under very seri«>as disachrantages. 



CHAPTER V. 

In 1777, "The Eastern Indian Department" 
was created, the superintendence of which was 
given to Col. John Allen, who commanded the 
forces of the American Colonies at Machias. — 
Having already alluded to the Indians, who so 
generously aided the people of Machias, and hav- 
ing copies of letters sent their Qhlefs, by Presi- 
dent Powell, of the Massachusetts Common Coun- 
cil and Colonel Allen, at di£ferent periods, we 
have thought best to insert a few of the more in- 
teresting ones here. 

The few remaining Indians, of the once strong 
and proud tribe of 'Tassamaqnoddie,'* have resided 
for some years on Pleasant Point, in the town of 
Perry. A grant of ten acres of land was made 
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them by Massachusetts, before the separation; 
they also occupy some ninety acres besides be- 
longing to the State of Maine. Their chance for 
hunting is gone, and they feel like wanderers, in 
what, but a few years ago, was their undisturbed 
home. Since the settlement of the St. Croix, 
and the region about St. Andrews Bay, they have 
been compelled to change many times, in conse • 
quence of their lands being sold and their rights 
invaded by the whites. 

The whole number who enlisted with the 
Americans in the Revolution was some six hun- 
dred. Their children did some service to the 
American cause in the war of 1813. Capt. Sal- 
mo, father of the present Lieut. Governor^ and 
Francis Nacola Neptune, father of the present 
Governor, were ^mong the most active Chiefs in 
the days of the Revolutionary war. 

In Mky of the present year (1857) Governor 
John Francis Neptune, and Joe Salmo, ''head 
men" of the Passamaquoddy tribe of Indians, vis- 
ited President Buchanan, at Washington, to solicit 
relief from their "present distress.'* i 

They carried with them a statement of their 
past history and present needs, made by a citizen 
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«f Feny*-Abo, the UAXoming mvmo i M : 



1^0 Our F^aker tkePremdetU of the United Statu : 

We, the beoMrB of this, are Gov«fxn>r Jotm 
Fcanois aad Lieetenant Qoyexiiox Jos Salino, 
Jiead men of the Pastainaquoddy TrU>e of In- 
dians, f esiding in the eastern part of the State of 
Maine, have left our hoiises and come all the 
iiray to the city of Washington, to have a talk 
with out Great Father, the President, and tell the 
wrongs we and our brethren have sufifored from 
the white men of the East. Our hunting grounds 
iiave been taken from us, as well as our tribular 
lands, «od we have no where now to hunt or get 
fuel to feed our fires. Once our grounds com- 
prised many hundred square miles ; but now we 
iiave only a few hundred acres df barren land. — 
We have many times talked to our Little Father, 
the Governor of this State, and his chief^nen in 
Ck)uncil, and told them of our wants ; but they 
do not listen to our words, and will not give us 
any help. We can no Itmger get the Bark to 
build our Canoes, and Wigwams, or wood where* 
with to make our xmddles and Baskets. Our 
wldte hroihere have eaeroaobed upon on? lands 
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and nearly driven ub into the sea; ear tribe^ 

once powerful, but now very weak, and soon we 

pertsh. Our Fathers were l^e friends and alHet 

of the American Re^olationary War, and we and 

our children are also friends of the Americans, 

and want out great Father, the president, to see 

that our rights shall be protected, and something 

done to relieve us from our present distress. — 

Done at Pleasant Point in the State of Maine, 

this sixteenth day of May, A. D. 1857- 

his 
JOHN FRANCIS x NEPTUNE, 

mark. 
JOSEPH SALMO (and 85 others ) 

The following papers they also had in their 
possession, and furnish part of the evidence on 
which they claimed consideration from the gene<r 
ral government. Some of them are in a dilapida- 
ted condition. Where the sense was obvious the 
hiatus has been filled up ; but where it was obr 
scure, blanks are left : 

State MASSACHfTSBrrs Bay, > 

GouNciL Chaiiber, Boston, Sept. 15, 1777. S 

Riends and Bretkten : — ^We have been inform- 
ed of yoor Talor and good conduct in opposing 



58 LIFE OF HANNAH WESTON. 

tbe enemy in the attack they lately made on the 
settlement at Machias, and the intelligence has 
afforded us much satiafaction. If our enemies 
would return home and leave us to enjoy our 
own hahitations in peace it would be the best for 
us and for them too. We have no desire to in* 
jure or molest them, and if they had the same dis- 
position towards us all would be well. They 
have begun and carried on a cruel and unjust war 
against us, without any provocation on our part, 
and so long as they continue it, we are determined 
to oppose them, humbly trusting that the great 
God, whose kingdom ruleth over all, and who 
will finally bring down every opposer, will defeat 
all their wicked purposes against us. 

We have the pleasure to inform you that our 
troops, under General Stark, have gained a very 
signal victory over the enemy, and another divis- 
ion of their army, at Fort Stanwix, has been 
made to fly before our people, after suffering a 
very great loss. The state of our affairs, both at 
the Southward and the Northward, is at this time 
more agreeable and promising than it has been 
since the beginning of the war. 

We have sent sundry stores to Col. Allen, so 
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that he may be better able to supply yoa with 
such things as you need, and we shall endeavor 
for the future to affoi d you the best supply's in 
our power, hoping that the friendship which sub- 
sists between us will always continue, to our mu- 
tual comfort and advantage. 

In the name and by the orders of Council I am 
Your Humble Serv't, 

JER. POWELL, Presid't. 
Underneath this signature are the words : 
^^ Command Captin 

Joseph Neeala Macbias." 

To Ambroise and the other Indians under Col. 
Allen at Machias. 

Superscribed : — " Captin Joseph Neeala Ouas: 
Machias.*' , 



Council Chamber, June 11, 1778. 
Brothers of the Meresheete Tribe: 

We thank you for the string of Wampum re- 
ceived by your two young men. We shall send 
it according to your request to Gen. Gates, to be 
by him sent on to General La Marq. De La Fay- 
ette, that your father the French King should 
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take the Umtedr Slates by the Hand ajid oali 

them broitbora^ aoi engag% that all wh^ aiB Eao* 

iQies^ to. on mdepeodMioe ahjeJlt be^ bis Ene« 

mies, especially, the British -*— ^ the Great aad 
Good Spirit. This (We expect) will seoore to 

bitants of this our island that freedom^ and 

independan— -^aod your forefathers cJways en- 
joyed. You will bear — Arllen whatever he 

may say concerning these or any other. He 

is a mouth to the Great Council of these States to 

. You may believe him, for his words come 

as well from from his lips. We have no 

certain information that either our army or that 
of the Enemy has yet left their winter quarters. 
We are preparing everything for action. You 
may expect soon to hear that much blood is spilt. 
We rely upon that great and good spirit who 
has so much prospered us in times past that he 
will continue the same favors to us according to 
His goodness and mercy and the justness of our 
cause. 

, We are your Good Friends and Brothers. 
In name and behalf of the Council, 

JER. POWBLL, PresiisRt. 



Jxdj 10, 1778. i 

To the Ckie/s, Sacheim and O^t^ns qf th9 Ukre^htite 
Tribe (^ Indiana: 

FrieucU aud Brothers :-^If ai^y veasel ^tm-^^ 
mto QkRy of the Harbors in iHU Pinlriet, you are 
to go on Board (if not arrived) and E^^amine their 
papers, and if they belong to Nova Scotia, New- 
port, New York or any other of the Enemy's 
Ports, or are any way connected with them, you 
must Secure and Send them to Machiaa. 

You must acquaint All Torys that if they Send 
any intelligence to St. Johns^ speak HuvtfuU or . 
Threaten the Subject/s of America, that you will , 
Take them immediately up and send them to 
MachUa. 

The Captain is to con^mand the Young men 
for Warr, when they take any Prisoners they are 
to deliver them to Ambroise as Chief Councillor,.* 
and he is to send them t» Machias, and You are 
all to Assist Him. 

Yod will not allow any of your young men to 
have any connection whatever vf'Uk any of the . 
peopb of Great Biitian. » 

Keep by yourselves, and keep good eouneil.— * 



62 LIPB OP HANNAH WESTON. 

Let me know how things go with you, what news 
from time to time, and everything stirring. 

Francis Joseph Neptune and Joseph Tomma 
are the persons to deliver out the provisions, and 
the chiefs, and captains are to be particular to 
give their attendance and see what persons stands 
in need of it. 

I am, your sincere friend and brother, 

J. ALLEN, 

Colonel Command -in-Chief Eastern Indians. 
Superscribed : (On Public Service.) 

The Chiefs, Sachems and Captains of the Mer- 
esheete Tribe of Indians, St. Andrews, Passama- 
quoddy. 



Boston, Feb. 23, 1764. 

EaSTBSN INDIA.N DePABTMEKT I 

OF Tbb U. S. of Amsbica, I 
To the Chiefs f Captains and Youngmen of the seterel 
Tribes of Indians in the Eastern Department of the Uni- 
ited States f settled at Passamaquoddy and its Vkinitif' 

Brothers — ^With pleasure do I now take my 
pen to Lett you know of what has passed, since I 
•ee you ; what may be Expected, and to Inquire 
of your health and welfare. 
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.. I salute you with a heart of affection, wishing 
you ; your Weomen and Children, Health, Peace, 
Comfort, and prosperity. 

Brothers : I have Transmited to Congress, the 
Great Council of this Nation, your last Speech, as 
well as what passed in our several Conferences, 
when last at Passamaquoddy : — they received it 
with glad hearts, and expect every Hour an an- 
swer, which will be delivered you Early in the 
Spring. 

Also the Great Council of the Massachusetts, 
and all your Brothers Westward, has a Love and 
Regard for you. 

They feel the Affection of Brothers, desires and 
wishes nothing but your Welfare, that you may 
lEnjoy all your Eights and Privileges in as full 
and ample a manner as any of your Brother Citi- 
zens of the United States ; and are determined to 
see Justice done in your Claims, as far as is Con- 
sistent with their Power and Authority. 

Brotker8^-1he dispute which appears among 
several persons at Passamaquoddy, respecting 
the Lines between the United States and Nova 
Scotia, I have to acquaint you that it is not th^ 
Intention of the Chief Rulers of America to Claiip 
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tny property Authentieated, nor does it Bppen 
the Rulers of Great Britiaa desire otherwise tinoi 
to have it immediately settled. 

It is Intended on our part to have Commission- 
ers for the purpose of settling those things Early 
in the Spring. 

Therefore you have my advice and directions 
to pursue your Suits on the Several Streams as 
usual, without giving yourself any Trouble. 

Take no notice of what may be said to you Re- 
specting these Matters, by Persons which may 
came among you not authorized by both nations 
for the purpose, but wait Quiet and Peaceable, 
minding only your several Employments for 
the support of your familys, untill the Com'mis- 
eioners Empowered by the United States and 
Great Britian arrives on the spot to ascertain the 
proper boundaries. 

Brothers : nothing shall be wanting on my part 
to the utmost of my powers, to delHid «id assist 
you in every Jvst elaim. It is my wish and 
hearty Desire that yo« Enjoy every Blessing. 

May peace and happinese dwell in your vtilag- 
e» and soureee and proeperity in your aelreml 
EttiployneBte. 
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I salute yoa all, Mem, Women and Children. — 
Farewell. JNO. ALLEN, 

Superintendent of Indian Affairs for the United 
States in the Eastern Department. 



IxBiiN £ast£Bn Dkfabtxent, ) 
Machias, April 27, 1780. ) 

To the Penobscot, Meresheete, Madewascow, all the rest 
of the, St. Johns, Passctmaquoddy, Mickmacks, and all 
other friends and Brothers to American and French 
nations : 

Brothers, Peace attend you, with the blessings 
of the great God to rest on you and familys. — 
My joy is for your good Health and Prosperity. 
Open your Eyes, Ears and Hearts. Hear and at- 
tend to what I say. I salute you with a loving 

heart. 

(String of Wampum.) 

Brothers f I see you ha\e become men much 
scattered and divided, Ihat good council for youx 
safety cannot be procured without being more to- 
gether fuid knowing one aaodiw's minds. 

AvAer#, the oppoitttuity will be very advan- 
ti^eouswadsaloforyoutogettogelber. TheSnp- 
pty's «Bd TffoofM ordered to thb Cownry for its 
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Defence and your safety by America and France, 
will prevent the Enemies of our Country from 
molesting us in our important business. 

Brothers^ I do therefore now by this belt of 
Wampum, in the name of the good people of the 
United States of America and by the duty and af- 
fection due your ancient father the King of France, 
by virtue of the Treaty of Friendship settled and 
confirmed between these two nations, SUMMONS 
and REQUIRE you to meet me in a GRAND 
.COUNCIL, to be held at Passamaquoddy, as 
soon as possible after the 25th day of May, and 
for you to give me notice and information thereof. 

Brothers, if you think of your safety and that 
of your wives and children, you will not neglect 
this on any account whatever. 

JNO. ALLEN, 

Council Agent and Commissioner-in-Chief 

of Indians, Eastern Department. 

Captain Neptune and Salmo, also other ''head 
men'' of the Passamaquoddy tribe, were in the 
habit of visiting their white brethren in different 
sections of the country, after the war. They 
were always sure to visit Mrs^ Weston, and she 
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always manifested a deep interest in their welfare, 
and was gratified when her hospitality and gener- 
osity, caused real gratitude to warm up in the In- 
dian bosom. The conspicuous part she acted ill 
the affair at Machias in 1775, endeared her to all 
acquaintances, and none manifested it with deep- 
er emotions, or with a more sincere spirit, than 
did the unlettered red man of the forest. 



CHAPTER VI. 

As before stated, Mackias was incorporated in 
June, 1784. The Act, which was signed by S. 
A. Otis, as Speaker of the House, and Samuel 
Adams, President of the Senate, and approved by 
JoHK Hancock, Governor of Massachusetts, re 
quired that some one, a principal inhabitant of 
the town, be required to call a meeting for pur- 
pose of organization. The services of George 
Stillman were thus required, by a warrant from 
Stephen Jones, Justice of the Peace, who duly 
notified and warned the inhabitants of the time 
and place of meeting. The Meeting House at 
West Falls was the place, and the 19th day of 
July, 1784 the time, where, by " Written vote," 
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the following officers were chosen : 

Stephen Jonbs. Moderator. 

Jambs Avity, Town Clerk. 

Si'EPHStV Jones, 1 
SwHKN Smiih, ( 
BxNj. Foster, ^Selcchnen. 
Datid Gardiner, I 
Joseph Libby, J 

Jonathan Pjnlo, ) 

Amos BoTinton, SA6?es8ois. 

Peter Talbot, ) 

Geo. Stillman, Treasurer. 

Other necessary officers were chosen hy '^ hand 
ballot.'' 

At a legal meeting held August 16th, 1784 
James Avery Esq. was elected to represent the 
town in the "General Couit of the Common- 
wealth," He received 38 votes ; Geo. Stillman, 
S. Jones and E. Waterhouse one each. Mr. 
Avery was the first town Representative. 

On the 2nd day of October, 1784 the inhabi- 
tants were notified to assemble "To see if the 
town will agree to permit the small pox to spread 
through the town by inoculation." After due con- 
sultation it was voted "That the inhabitants will- 
not suffer the small pox to spread by inoculation.'' 
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A vote was passed requesting the Selectmen to 
use their endeavors again&t it so spreading. 

At the second annual meeting in March '85, 
Balph H. Bowles was elected town clerk, an of- 
fice he continued to held for some years after- 
words. March 28th '85, a meeting was held to 
vote for a candidate for Register of Deeds, in the 
Eastern District, of Lincoln County, whose oiKce 
was to be kept at Machias. Geo. Stillman had 
13 votes ; S. Jones 9 ; James N. Shannon 7 and 
Wm. Tupper 2. The candidates were all resi- 
dents of Machias, and it appears that politics, or 
some other consideration, divided the voters, as 
there were three considerable, prominent parties. 

The first State officers voted for by the inhabi- 
tants of Machias was at the election for Govern- 
or and other officials on the 4th of April, 1785. — 
For Governor, James Bowdoin had 28 votes, and 
one for Azor Orne. For Lieut. Gov., Thomas 
Gushing had 29 votes. For Senator, Wm. Lith- 
gow, had 29 votes. 

At a town meeting held March 27th, 1786,'' the 
following vote was passed — "That a Committee 
be appointed to agree with Mr. Samuel Rich, for 
the use of his house at East River, if they shall 
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think it suitable for a place for public worship, 
and what repairs will be necessary — and, that 
they converse witli the Proprietors of the Meeting 
House, at West Falls, to know upon what terms, 
they will let or sell the same." May 8th, same 
year, a vote passed "That this town think it not 
requisite to send a Representative the ensuing 
year." At the same meeting, the town resolved 
to make application to the General Court, to erect 
this Eastern J)istrict into a separate County, Ma- 
chias to be the Shire town. Invitation was also 
given to the Inhabitants between Union River and 
Passamaquoddy to aid the movement, 

The wish of the people was not however com- 
plied with till June 25th, 1789, when by an act 
of the General Court, all that part of the State, 
East of the Penobscot, \fras erected into two Coun- 
ties, Hancock and Washington. The act did not 
take effect till the first day of May 1790, when 
the Counties became fully established, Penobscot, 
since Castine, and now Ellsworth, being the shire 
town of the former, and Machias that of the latter. 

The population of the State at this period num- 
bered about 96,000 souls. Hancock County con- 
tained 9,549 and Washington 2,758. By an Act 
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of Congress, the same year, all the coasts and 
Ports in Maine were classed into nine commercial 
districts, in each of which there were appointed a 
Collector and other Custom house officers. At 
Machias, Stephen Smith Esq. was appointed Col- 
lector and at Fassamaquoddj, Lewis F. Deles- 
dernier. 

The foUo^^Idg gCDtlemen were the officers for 
Washington County under the new organization : 

Stephen Jo^hs, of Machias,'] Judges of 
Jawss A\EiiY, do I Coir men 

Alex. Campbell, of No. 4, r Pl^s 
John Csake, of No. 12, J Court. 

Balph H. Bowi.es, Clerk of Oouris, 

Si£PBFN JoNxss, Judgo of Probata. 

James Avery, Begister of Probat3. 

Geo. Stilt ¥\n, Co. Treafcurer and Beg. Breeds. 

John Coopek, Sheriff. 

On the 29th of May, 1786, by a vote of the 
town, two hundred pounds were raised to build 
two Meeting houses, one at East River and one 
at West Falls. 

In September of that year a Convention of the 
people of the Diatrlct of Maine was held at Port- 
land to consider the expediency o£ separating from 
Massachusetts, and petitioning for admission inte 
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the Union as an Independent State. The people 
of Machia« were prompt in their action on this 
question ; as in November following, after ^'Ma- 
ture deliberation," they resolved, that "It is not 
expedient to urge a separation from the Mother 
State.'' A Committee was also raised to prepare 
an address to the Portland Convention, setting 
forth the reasons for non-compliance with the 
wishes of the delegates thereof. 

In the early part of the year 1786, by an act 
of the General Court, all the Eastern settlements, 
in the Province of MainCi were taxed. Machias' 
assessment was i£302. The following year, the 
town chose a Committee, who drew up a long pe- 
tition or prayer, ftking the Court, after setting 
forth the losses and disadvantages under which 
the town labored, to grant relief by remitting 
the state tax. Subsequently, in consideration of 
their good services during the war, the General 
Court abated a portion of the tax. In July, 1788, 
a vote was passed in town meeting authorizing 
the Collector of taxes to receive "good merchant- 
able boards, at the rate of IBs pr thousand," for 
cash tax." A year or two later, the Collector 
was authorized to receive the same kindoflum- 
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ber for taxes, at the rate of 308 pr thousand. 

The people of Machias were firmly cittachcd to 
the State and Federal Constitutions. Haviog oc- 
casion to instract James Avery Esq. the town 
Representative in 1790, ihey say — "We would 
recommend to you, that in all questions that 
should arise, wherein either the Federal or State 
government may be effected, that you never give 
your voice or vote, in favour of any motion, that 
shall have a tendency to impair the Constitution 
of either. You are sensible that the Inhabitants 
of this town were welUpleased with the Constitu- 
tion of the Federal Government in its present 
form. You are to use your best endeavors to 
support public credit, andnevfr to give your vote 
to defraud any person of his honest due." 

Among other embarrassments set forth in the 
prayer is, that a large debt accumulated against 
the town, in favor of the minister, Rev. James 
Lyon, during the war, amounting in all to some 
£900. The whole indebtedness of the town at 
this period was upwards of £2000. On page 73 
of town Records made in 1788 it is stated, that 
the previous year two double saw mills and one 
grist mill, with a large quantity of boards near 
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them, were destroyed by fire. In the spring of 
1789 '*A high freshet carried away the boom 
across the river, by which 3000 logs went over 
the dam.** Total loss of mills and logs estimated 
at £600. In town meeting 2Ist of June, 1790, a 
vote was passed giving permission to the Court of 
Common Pleas to hold its sessions in either of the 
Meeting houses built by the town. 

Grand Jurors were then elected by ballot. — 
The inhabitants in a legal meeting for the purpose, 
elected Benj. Foster ; Geo. Stillman ; Joseph . 
Sevey ; Jere*h O. Brien ; Stephen Parker and E. 
Waterhouse, to serve as such. At same time ten 
others, "good and lawful" men, were "drawn" to 
serve as petit jurors. These men probably served 
on the Jury, at the first term of the Court held in 
Washington County. 

The town at various times voted sums to pay 
their Representative in the General Court. — 
Twelve to eighteen pounds were usually allowed. 
One year it was resolved not to send any Repre- 
sentative on account of the hard times. 

In 1791 the town strongly opposed a move- 
ment oiade in the western part of the State or 
District, for a separation from the Commonwealth, 
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A long Report was made by a select Committee 
which is recorded. The reasons of the opposition 
were cogently set forth, 

September 24th, 1790, the inhabitants voted 
for a candidate to represent the District of Maine, 
in the ''Honorable, the Congress of the United 
States." Wm. Lithgow received ten votes ; Geo. 
Thacher six. Our impression, from examination 
of the records, is, that this was the first vote cast 
for a member of Congress. Why the vote was 
so small is not accounted for, when it is known, 
there must have been some seventy to eighty 
voters in the town. 

It seems to have been the case, whether origi- 
nating by an act of the General Court, or by cus- 
tom among the people, we do not know, that 
when a man moved into the place with the inten- 
tion of becoming a resident, in town meeting, a 
vote would be passed, that he, or they, be taken 
and ''considered as inhabitants of the town." 

On the 4th of April, 1791, John Hancock re- 
ceived 137 votes for Governor. W© mention 
this to show the change in the vote cast at differ- 
ent periods. April 2nd 1792, Governor Han-. 
cock received 104 votes. May 7th, 1792, the 
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question of separating from Massachusetts was 
acted upon. The vote stood in favor of separa- 
tion 2 ; opposed 113 ! 

By'^the town record, it appears that the inhabi- 
tants of Mabhias took no part in the first election 
of President Washington. In 1792, November 
2nd, three Electors for President and Vice Presi- 
dent were ballotted for. Alexauder Campbell 
had 65 votes : Nathan Jones 56 : Phineas Bruce 
64 : Nathaniel Wells 6 : Nathaniel thwing 4. 
The three first were elected. This was at Wash- 
ington's re-election to the Presidenc}'. The rea- 
son why the town did not vote at his 5rst elec- 
tion, is not known. Their recent organization 
and remoteness from Head Quarters, probably 
operated to prevent. 

Sometime in 1786, a vessel from an European 
Port, with a large number of outlaws on board, 
landed at what is now known as Little Machias 
Bay. The convicts were allowed to escape, many 
of whom found their way to Machias, and subse- 
quently caused the town considerable expense, in 
providing for them the means of subsistence. — 
Some of them became, eventually, good and use- 
ful citizens. One, a man of learning, became a 
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teacher, and was very useful in educating the 
rising generation. Their deseendents are quite 
numerous and are an industrious class of people. 

Machias continued to increase in popmation 
and wealth with a moderate but firm and perma- 
nent ratio. Its splendid water power, one of the 
most reliable in all New England, attracted and 
invited capitalists thither, where from tii?tie to 
time mills and various kinds of machinery, for 
the manufacture of lumber, have been erected at 
large co&t. Originally the salmon and alewive 
fishery was valuable, but for years back, owing to 
the erection of mills and dams, and the neglect to 
build suitable fishways, this source of wealth has 
been entirely destroyed. 

In 1826, East Machias and. Machiasport were 
incorporated into separate towns. In 1845, Whit- 
neyviUe was incorporated, having been started in 
1835, by Colonel Joseph Whitney, of Calais, a 
very enterprising man, who built a large dam 
across the main river, and erected saw mills. In 
1849, Marshfield was incorporated. All of these 
belonged to the old town of Machias, and served 
to contract its territorial limits, and limit it to 
about the original size of "West Falls." 
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In 1836 the Centre street Church (Congrega- 
tional) was erected at an expense of some $12,- 
000. Subsequently the Methodist Society built 
a small but neat and convenient House for public 
worship. These with the "Vestry," built in 1856, 
by the Congregational Society, form the princi- 
ple places of religious worship. The Congrega- 
tioQalists have the largest society and one of the 
earliest founded in the state. 

4n 1854, the present Court House was built by 
the County. It cost, with yard and contingent 
expense, some $21,000, and is one of the best 
and most substantial buildings of the kind in 
Maine. Previous to this, the Courts were held 
in a building, owned by citizens of Machias, 
^hich they leased to the County at a stipulated 
price. 

In the support and raaintainance of public 
schools, Machias has been a model town. It has 
two large, well constructed school houses, besides 
a number of smaller ones, and the organization of 
the schools on the grade system, has proved emi- 
nently successful. The High School continued 
through the year, with suitable vacations, enables 
the young men to acquire a good business educa- 
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tion, or if intending to go through a Collegiate 
course of studies, the facilities for ^^fitting" are 
very ample, and attained at trifling cost. 

Of Newspapers, Machias, perhaps, has pro- 
duced her full quota. In 1823, December 3d, 
the first number of the "Eastern S/ar," was pub- 
lished by Jeremiah O. Balch. This office was at 
''Eastern Falls." The ''Star'' was about 14 
inches by 22 inches in size, and was furnished to 
subscribers for $2,50 a year, in advance, or $3«00 
at the expiration of the year. Mr. Balch contin- 
ued to publish his paper for some three years 
when for "want of support'* its publication was 
suspended. For some thirty years, no publisher 
chose to embark in the enterprise again. Final- 
ly, on the 25lh of May, 18.53, the ''Machias 
UniorC' was established by Yates & Furbush, and 
has continued up to the present time, with pros- 
pects of becoming a permanent institution. On 
the 19ih of June, 1856, the "Machias Repuhli- 
can*' was started. This furnishes a fair share of 
newspaper reading and enterprize for a small 
country town. 

We did not design in the commencement, to 
give anything like a history of Machias. We 
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have stated but a few prominent facts. Its histo- 
ry, when delineated by the faithful pen, as wq 
trust ere long it will be, is too important and of 
too much real interest, to be passed upon by an 
unfaithful hand. The early settlers were strong 
in their attachments to freedom. They disdained 
British rule and neglected no opportunity to man- 
ifest it by deed. They caught the spirit that 
burned at Concord and Lexington, and while the 
brave Warren and his comrades were pouring out 
their life's blooti on Bunker Hill, the people of 
Machias and other little, wilderness villages were 
fully engaged in combat. 

But for the course pursued by these people the 
whole of what now constitutes the free and pros- 
perous portion of Maine, to the eastward of the 
Penobscot, would have been a Provincial Territo- 
ry of Great Britain. Their lives and bravery de- 
fended and preserved it. They purchased it 
dearly. It cost them toil, hardship, privation, 
and money. Many of them lived to see the In- 
dependence of the Country established. This 
was their only reward, and no treasure could have 
been more highly prized. The inheritance now 
belongs to their children and childrens' children. 
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They enjoy its advantages and priceless blessings, 
but do they appreciate it ? 

Josiah WestODi subsequently the husband of 
Hannah, came to Chandler's River sometime 
about 1772. Of Mr. Weston's family we have 
been able to learn but little. He was born at 
Falmouth, of respectable parentage, July 22d, 
1756. One of his brothers, £dmund, was killed 
by Indians while out in the pasture aft^r the cows. 
Another brother, Joseph, shared a similar fate. — 
He was out fishing, went ashore to procure wood 
for a flake to dry fish on, fell into the bands of 
the savages, by whom he was made prisoner, and 
subsequently murdered. Two sisters, Elizabeth 
and Mary, came to Chandler's Hiver, with their 
brother Josiah. Elizabeth married a Mr. Smith, 
of Steuben. Her husband died and she married 
a Mr. Partridge, of Orland, in Hancock county, — 
Some of her descendents are wealthy, and all are 
an industrious and highly respectable class of 
people. We think these two sisters were the on- 
ly family connections of Mr. Weston, who ever 
came east. A brother practiced law in Portland 
(Falmouth) with eminent success. When that 
town was burned in October, 1775, by order of 
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tlie ruthless Mowatt, Commander of the British 
fleet, this brother and father's family, in common 
with the people of the town generally, suffered 
great pecuniary loss. By this conflagration Fal- 
mouth lost 414 buildings, and not less than one 
thousand people were "Instantly reduced to a 
state of unspeakable distress." 

This "chilstisement" was inflicted because the 
people were patriotic and gave unmistakable 
signs of joining in the Revolution, indications of 
which had more particularly manifested them- 
selves at Concord, Bunker Hill and Machias. — 
Josiah Weston's father and brothers were no To- 
ries ! They acted for Freedom. They sym- 
pathised and talked boldly and openly with the 
friends of "Liberty for America !" 

At Chandler's River, Mr. Weston became ac- 
quainted with the Watts' family. In October, 
1774, he married Hannah, second child of Cap- 
tain Watts. The worthy pair went to Machias 
in a boat, where the nuptial ceremonies were per- 
formed by the Rev. James Lyon. Returning 
home, they commenced the duties of house keep- 
ing, and lived very happily together. Their 
bouse stood on the hill, near the shore, and near- 
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)y in front of Joseph Weston's hoase, in Jonesbo* 
ro. It was built of logs, but kept in good order, 
neat and comfortable. The farm was first settled 
and always occupied by Mr. Webton until his 
death in 1827. Since that time his son has owned 
and occupied it. 

Mr. Weston was engaged, like most other set- 
tlers, in farming and lumbering. He was a man 
of great industry, and was -enabled thereby to 
procure a good living, as the times aflbrded. — 
Subsequently he became the father of a large 
family as we shall elsewhere record. 

The Westons, who settled at Hampden, Bangor 
and Orono on the Penobscot and at Augusta on the 
Kennebec were relatives of Mr. Weston. With 
the exception of himself and two sisters, no other 
of the family or name ever settled to the eastward 
of the Penobscot. 

Nothing occurred worthy of note in Mr. Wes- 
ton^s family till the announcement of the British 
schooner Margaretta coming into Machias. This 
aroused the whole population, but none were more 
active than Mrs. Weston and her husband. As 
this was one of the most important events in her 
life, and one in which, not only her descendants, 
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but the whole peqple are interested in, we have 
heeo particular in ^ving it as fiiily as possible. 



CHAPTER VIL 

ba a lowry moniDg, in the month of Jane, 
1775, a mesMge to the people of Joneshoro, from 
their neighhorSf at Madxias, was announced, set- 
ting forth that a British man-of-war was coming 
in the next day to capture the town. The word 
passed from mouth to mouth and family to fiunily 
with great rapidity. But a few hours elapsed 
ere all knew the dtuation of things at Machias, 
and but little time was required to resolutely 
comply with the messenger's demand, wlueh was, 
that all the able bodied men should arm them* 
selves with whatever means of defease they 
had at command, and proceed to Machias and aid 
in defending the town. At an early hour in the 
day, all the men in town, then at home, being some 
twenty in number, who felt themselves young and 
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smart enough to face the enemy, assembled at 
Mrs. Weston's house. Words of encooragomenl, 
and leave were here eatchanged between husbands 
and wives, sons and mothers, brothers and sisters. 
It was a solemn event in that little wilderness vil« 
lage, for they all anticipated a deadly conflict 
would ensue as soon as they reached Maehias, 
and not one could say '*I will return.*' Many a«. 
grief was silenced and many a high hope vanished 
in a twinkling. 

Among the men assembled were the husband, 
father and two brothers of Mrs. Weston. Capt* 
Watts was then near seventy years of ag^ yet 
the courage and patriotism of youth moved him 
and encouraged others. He gave them such ad- 
vice as his judgement, and long experience dicta- 
ted, examined their guns, and bade them be of 
good cheer. *'Our Liberties," said he, "must be 
defended, and you my men must help do it. If 
Machias falls, our set^ements all along shore will 
be at the mercies of the King^s troops, and we 
shall be his slaves.*' 

This, however, was no time for talking, as not 
an hour to much time remained to reach Machias 
before night There was no road, nor even a sign 
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to follow, the whole distance being through an no- 
broken wilderness. Captain Watts suggested, that 
those who carried axes better spot the trees as tbej 
.passed along, thinking it would serve as guide to 
diose passing between the towns. 

While the men were waiting at the house, 
Mrs. Weston conversed cheerfully with them; 
inquired earnestly all about ammunition and 
means of defense, and made herself familiar 
with what quantity each depended on and what 
had been left behind. Though her jQather, owing 
to his advanced years, was persuaded to remain, 
her husband and brothers were among the volun- 
teers. To many women iMs would have been 
overwhelnung, but her firmness and fortitude 
were equal to die trial. She manifested no fear 
and none could have known by her action but, 
that the men she was conversing with, were a 
hunting party instead of a party for war. They 
started. PraYors to high Heaven, for their pres- 
ervation^ were breathed silently as never before. 
The sounds of their voices died away and the 
last was looked upon with many a tearful eye as 
he passed fifom view onward in his wilderness 
journey. 
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Unfortanatelj the names of them all are not 
now known. Such as we have been able to learn 
are here given : Josiah Weston, Samnel Watts, 
Judah Chandler, Thomas Watts, and John Dris- 
IcOy who was Captain of the company. There 
were qnite a number of others, but their names 
are not now remembered. 

Some of Capt. Watts' grand children think he 
was one of the company, others think he' was not. 
This ladt seems very probable, as at the time he 
was very near to seventy years of age. 

Immediately after they left, Mrs. Weston called 
around on the several families# and gathered all 
the powder, lead, pewter spoons, &c., that could 
be found. Every neighbor felt the importance of 
ihe occasion and none withheld. *Some thirty to 
forty pounds were thus collected and securely 
packed for transportation to Machias. She su- 
perintended all with her own hands, and placed 
the pillow case full of ammunition in a safe closet 
near her bedroom, ready for the shortest warning. 
Night came and with it, to her more than usual 
cause for reflection* Sleep was out of the ques- 
tion. We have heard her declare, that that was 
the longest night, though really one ot the short- 
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est in the year, that she ever experienced. And 
the daylight ia the morning ^'Canie so slow !" "I 
know they will want this powder" she saidt **and 
who will carry it ?'' **No man in town to do it, 
and the party from Pleasant Biver will be likely 
to pass by abore and we shall not see them." 

Quite early next morning, however, she heard 
that a man, who was gone from home the day be- 
fore, had returned. The question to her miad 
was quickly solved, for she thought he could 
go. She repaired immediately to his house, but 
judge her mortification at learning, that ha had 
just gone off into the woods to keep away from 
the '^Britishers/' She returned homo more fully 
convinced than before that the powder ought to 
go (0 Machia^ that day. A short conversation 
ensued between her and Miss Weston, a young 
woman, and sister of Mrs. Weston's husband, 
when the two resolved to carry the powder 
through to Machias themselves. A neighbor on 
learning their intention tried to dissuade them 
from so perilous attempt. The rumor soon spread 
and in an hour, almost as many women and chil- 
dren assembled to see the two unprotected females 
start on their uncertain journey, as witnessed the 
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departure of the men the day previous. 

They attired themselves as best they could, asd 
selected what they deemed a suitable quantity of 
bread and meat to stand them tw6 days, if their 
needs should require it. It was assigned to Miss 
Weston to carry the provision, and small hatchet, 
while IMrs. Weston carried the ammunition. 

Alone and unprotected they entered on their 
lonely journey. The distance to Machias, as then 
traveled was some sixteen miles. The route was 
nortliwardly from the dwelling house, so loni^ oc- 
cupied by Capt. Ephraim Whitney, on Jackson 
Hill, in Jonesboro, over *'Machias Hill" to Ma« 
chias River, near where the town of Whitneyville 
now stands ; thence down the southerly shore to 
Machias. The marks in the moss and leaves, 
with an occasional ^'spot'' on a tree made by the 
men on the previous day, were the only guides to 
help the women along. 

For the first five miles they experienced no 
difficulty except the weariness of carrying so much 
weight over the rugged path they traveled. — 
Just previous to reaching the river they missed 
their way. In vain, they labored to regain it. — 
Miss Weston, naturally of weak constitution and 
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unused to hardships of this kind» became wearied 
and shew signs of exhaustion. They had wan* 
dered, they knew not how far from the most di- 
rect course, and w.ere completely at loss to know 
which way to go. Very prudently, however, 
Mrs* Weston suggested that they better rest 
awhile, and have something to eat. She felt 
some alarmed at their situation, but did not man- 
ifest it in the slightest degree to her companion. 
To give up would in all probability prove disas- 
trous, while perseverance might crown their ef- 
forts with success. 

After resting a suitable time, they felt greatly 
refreshed, and Mrs. Weston proposed to **Try 
again," which was readily acceded to. Fortu- 
nately, in the course of an hour, they reached 
the river. They judged the time at two to three 
o'clock in the afternoon. ''Knowing," said Mrs. 
Weston, 'Mhat we were above Machias, I decided 
to follow the current of the river downward, hop- 
ing to reach the settlement before dark." 

Their prospects on reaching the river were 
much more encouraging, and their spirits revired 
in proportion as their perils seemed to grow less. 
They knew the Indians were in the habit of trav- 
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eling the river, and frequenting its banks for 
game, so they determined to keep at proper dis- 
tance to escape observation. 

They found it very laborious to proceed owing 
to the thick swamps they hai to get through, and 
brooks and valleys to cross. Feeling sure that 
they were on the right path they pressed forward 
with all their energy, expecting at each point 
they gained to look out upon the town. Mrs. 
Weston carried the ammunition and provision, 
thus adding to her own burden and lightening 
her companion's. 

After the lapse of two to three hours, they 
gained the foot of a high hill, and not knowing 
where they were, or how far distant they were 
from any habitation, they threw down their bag- 
gage, and seated themselves on a fallen tree, to 
rest. 

It was a lonesome hour ; that hour, they spent 
in contemplation there. The sun was lowering 
in the western horizon, and already the trees shut 
out his rays. The owl had already filled the 
quiet of the wilderness with his shrill, bass note, 
while not afar off the dismal howl of the wolf 
mingled with the sighings of the trees, so pecu- 
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liar to nightfall. That day, they knew not what 
had been done. They left at Jonesboro, their 
home and friends ; at Machias they had brothers, 
and one a husband. Some» or perhaps all of the 
latter had fallen in battle, or were prisoners in the 
hands of the enemy. These and similar reflec- 
tions weighed heavily upon them. 

As a last effort, Mrs. Weston proposed to as- 
cend the hill, hoping from the highest point, that 
she might be enabled to see the houses at Machi- 
as. She requested Rebecca to be of good cheer 
and remain precisely where she was until she re- 
turned. Taking a stick to support her as a cane, 
and one bundle which formed a portion of the bur* 
den they had borne along, she commenced the 
toilsome ascent, and was not long in gaining the 
summit, whence she saw, to her unbounded joy, 
a house in Machias, not a long distance off. An 
hour longer and night would be upon them. No 
time was to be lost. Leaving a sign on a bush 
pointing in the direction of the house she espied, 
Mrs. Weston retraced her steps to the spot where 
her companion had lain down and fallen asleep. 
The discovery of the house being communicated, 
with sundry shakes of the shoulders, sufficed to 
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arouse the tired girl, and she was immediately on 
lier feet. They hurried up the hill, not estimat- 
ing the weight of the ammunition in pounds or 
their own weariness by their present feelings. — 
On reaching the sign in the bush both saw the 
house, and both breathed silent thanks for their 
deliverance from passing a night, sick and alono 
in the woods. They started directly for the house, 
which they reached in the dusk of the evening, 
and were kindly received by the inmates whose 
surprise was only equalled in extent by their own 
j oy and gratification. Kebecca was already "beat 
out" and sick, while Mrs. Weston had exerted 
herself so much during the day that now her 
strength was gone, and she, too, sank beneath the 
hardship. Friends to the unknown women gath- 
ered around, while one recital of their day's work 
was enough to call forth sympathy and enlist aid 
to any extent required. Neighbors flocked in, 
each carrying something to administer to their 
wants, while an unusual number tairied about 
the house all night. In the morning the health 
of our heroines had much improved. Mrs. Wes- 
ton was able to relate the story of her preceding 
day's adventure, and stood amid an admiring 
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crowd to receive the thanks and congratulations 
of Captain O'Brien, Colonel Foster and other no- 
ted men of Machias, who freely expressed their 
admiration of her bravery and perseverance. 

After resting one day at Machias, they returned 
to Joneshoro by water, in company with their 
brothers and other friends, who had assisted in 
the capture of the Margaretta. 

For this noble act, Mrs. Weston received 
only a very small compensation. Mess. Smith 
and Stillman, traders at Machias, presented her 
and her sister-in-law, Kebecca Weston, twelve 
yards of ^*Camlet," which was charged in their 
account against the Commonwealth, and subse- 
quently allowed by the latter. It was worth 4s 
per yard, making an aggregate of £2 Ss. The 
women made it into a dress for each, having six 
yards apiece, which would be an extremely small 
pattern now-a-days, though, at that time, consid- 
ered enough in quantity, and in quality vastly 
superior to the ordinary dresses worn by the 
qniddling classes, and equal to the best Half a 
century afterwards fragments of the ^'Camlet 
dress" were in existence. Mrs. Weston was 
proud of it, memento as it was, of a worthy and 



UPB OP HANNAH WESTON. 97 

patriotic achievement. 

Before reaching the house in Machias, already 
alluded to, they met a person, who informed 
them that the Margaretta had heen captured.—- 
The ammunition they hrought then, did not eon* 
tribute to the first naval victory, acquired by the 
AmericaQS over the British, in the Revolution, 
though subsequently, it was used in repulsing 
the latter in their attacks on Machias. 

The house Mrs. Weston first reached, was Cap- 
tain Gideon O'Brien's, and is now standing on 
the same spot. Latterly, it has been better 
known as the '^Old Maids' House," on account of 
the maiden daughters of Captain O'Brien, having 
resided there for many years. It is situated on 
the South side of the river, and on the north side 
of the old county road leading to Jonesborough. 
It must have been one of the first framed houses 
built in Machias, though we believe, the first 
framed house was built by a Mr. Hill, apd stood 
on the corner, where the street now is between 
Mr. Tribou's house and Obadiah Hill's, and was 
taken down some thirty odd years ago by the lat- 
ter gentleman. 

Rebecca, who accompanied, Mrs. Weston, in 
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her ^'powder journey,** subsequently married Jo- 
siah Libby, a native of Falmoutk, who emig^ted 
to Chandler's River at about the same time, the 
Weston family did. She lived and died in Jones- 
borough. She had nine children, four sons and 
five daughters. One son and two daughters are 
now living at an advanced age, besides a large 
number of grand-children residing in various 
sections of the country. She died when some past 
sixty years of age. Her husband lived to attain 
the age of seventy-six. Their graves are on the 
'^Libbey Farm" in Jonesborough, still occupied 
and owned by their descendants, but there is no 
grave stone to tell the stranger about them, or 
where they lie. 

Williamson, in his history of Maine, writes 
'^Margranetto," as the name of the vessel cap- 
by the people of Machias, in 1775. We think 
this a mistake. The name was "Margaritta," or 
as now spoken and written Margaretta. 

We are not aware how many of the citizens of 
Jonesboro, subsequently received a pension from 
their government on account of services rendered 
at Machias in 1775 and '77. Besides assisting in 
the capture of the Margaretta, several of them 
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were stationed at the garrison in Machias, in ser- 
vice of the Massachusetts provinco, some three 
months in the fall of '75. In August of that year, 
by act of Congress, the troops were organized into 
a Continental army and received into the pay of 
the whole United Colonies, Thence, they were 
styled "Continentalers." Samuel Watts and Jo- 
siah Weston were of the number — the former re- 
ceived a pension. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

The house Mr. Weston first huilt was destroyed 
hy fire, in December 1775. No person was in 
the house, except Hannah, the second child, then 
about ten months old, who perished in the flames. 
Mr. Weston had been to the meadow after a load 
of hay with his team, and Mrs. Weston, who had 
just finished milking the cows, when he returned, 
went to the barn, taking the eldest child with her, 
to aid her husband in unloading the hay. The 
fire broke out in the upper part of the house, but 
was not discovered by the unfortunate people un- 
til it completely enveloped their humble abode, 
and defied all attempts to save or extinguish. — 
The father rushed to the door, hoping to be able 
to effect an entrance, and remove his child from 
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the danger. Bat he bad not been into tbe house 
since his return from the meadow, and he did not 
know where tbe cradle was, in whicb the infant 
lay. Tbe heat was so exccessive tbat he dare not 
go tn, though amid the roar of the fire and crack* 
ling timbers, a few cries of the little sufferer were 
somewhat indistinctly beard, yet it was beyond 
human power to save. Besides the loss of their 
child and house, not an article of furniture, oi^ 
a scrap of provision, of any kind, was saved. — 
They had, indeed, their health, the eldest child, 
the clothes they had on : but without a house, 
without provisions, without neigbbors able to af- 
ford the required assistance, and in tbe cold month- 
of December, the beginning of a dreary winter, 
destitute in tbe extreme. Mr. Samuel Drisko, a 
neigbber, who lived on tbe hill to tbe westward of 
Captain Whitney's, kindly took them in. The 
neighbors afforded every assistance possible. — 
Some gave articles of clothing, some small quan- 
tities of provisions and vegetables, but in the scar* 
city of the times, and with all the generosity exer^ 
cised so proverbial among the people then, the com* 
forts Aey were wont to enjoy under their own roof 
were far from being attained. Mrs. Weston ofteni 
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declared, that her suffering, that winter and the 
following season, until the farm produce afforded 
them relief, equalled all the rest of her life. 

In the spring of 1780 Mr. Weston built anoth- 
er house on the same spot where the first was 
burned. This was built of logs^ like the other, 
and made comfortable, They collected what fur* 
niture they could and moyed in, as it were, com- 
mencing new again. The loss of their child boie 
heavily upon them, as did the privations and hard- 
ships incident to their recent calamity. They 
viewed it a '*chastizement of Divine Providence'* 
and yielded in a spirit of obedience, rather than a 
spirit of fault-finding and discontent. Persever- 
ing in patient toil and industry, in a few years, 
they regained their property and enjoyed their 
substance, attained in accordance with the divine 
injunction, *'By the sweat of thy brow shalt thou 
earn thy bread.'' 

They lived in this house till the autumn of 1787 
when they moved into a new house, built on the 
northern side of the County road, and but a few 
feet from the front of the house now occupied by 
Joseph Weston* This was quite a large, framed 
house, having several rooms and generally in the 
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style of houses built in those days. It was torn 
down in 1838 after having stood for more than 
half a century. 

It was while residing in the log house, that 
Mrs. Weston, one evening, in the absence of her 
husband, took an infant child, we don't know 
which one, and went in search of the cows. The 
cattle usually ran at large, "down river," or In 
the vicinity of the Mountains, as the hills are 
termed, some hundreds of rods distant, in an 
easterly direction, from Mr. Ichabod Farnsworth's 
house. Not finding the cows so soon as she antic- 
ipated, and not thinking of the approaching night, 
she was overtaken by the darkness and compelled 
to stay in the woods ! Becoming fatigued and be* 
wildered, she gave up trying to find her way back, 
took the shawl or blanket from her shoulderSi 
wrapped it closely around her child, broke some 
boughs, i^hich were duly arranged for a bed and 
lay down, ''not to sleep but to rest." About mid- 
night the monotony of the wilderness was broken 
by peals of thunder, preceded by — 

"The vivid lightning's flash, " 
the efiect of which, can be better imagined than 
described ! In addition to the mighty noise of the 
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^leoienU, it rained in torrents, fot the space of an 
liour or more. The mother shielded the child all 
she couidy without thought for herseU; though 
said she *'I thought it would drown in my amis.'' 
SText momiag, she found her way back, aa soon 
as it was light enough to see, no one knowing, 
until she told it, of her night's vicissitude in the 
wilderness* 

After the Revolution, the condition of the peo- 
ple began to improve for the better very fast. — 
Poring the seven years' struggle, when so much 
uncertainty existed in the public mind, as to the 
final termiaation, the citizens of Jonesboro, in 
eommon with their neighbors throughout the 
Province of Maine, were not over-zealous in de- 
veloping the resources at their command, or in 
acquiring property, or in reality of doing more 
than just enough to meet their existing demands 
and needs. They were, indeed, patriotic, they 
loved their country, they hoped to gain their Na- 
tional Independence, but the odds were greatly 
against them. Their cause was just* They 
prayed the Supreme Ruler of the Uaiverse to pro- 
tect their beloved Washington and crown his ef- 
forts, in behalf of human rights, with success. — 
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The Ckdonies were feeble and the Mother coun^ 
try stroDg. The eontest i&Tolved the interests of 
the civilized world* Ite end, whichsoerer way it 
should terminate, woald effect the principles of 
Constitutional govemment for ages to come.-— 
Providence, however, prospered the American 
cause. The British tyrant^s will was defeated, 
and the Independence of the Colonies fully recog* 
nized and established. The fear of subjugation 
was removed from the minds of the people, and 
they turned their attention to the improvement of 
their houses and lands, building mills and vessels, 
opening roads and devising means of communica- 
tion and traosportalioDi things that were neglect- 
ed during the war, for the reason that they did 
not know whether they were laboring to promote 
their own welfare, or to increase the wealth of a 
foreign King, whose very name they hated. 

After their participation in the affair in repuls- 
ing the British from Maohias, in the summer of 
1777, Mr. Weston an4 his neighbors in Jonesbo- 
ro, took no aedve part in any of the engagements 
of the Bevolution. Situated a long distance from 
the sent of the Colonial Govemment, being but 
few in numbers, and comparatively poor in purse : 
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taxed withal to the utmost of their endarance td 
procure ao actual subaittance for their families, 
they were not called into aetire service, nor, af- 
ter the attack on Maehias above mentioned, did 
the ene^iy appear in their territory to give them 
opportunity to test their courage and love of free- 
dom in defense of their own homes. 

From time to time, the news of the victories 
and defeats of their brethren in arms, from tlie 
South, would give rise to exultation or fearful 
anxiety and distress. Nothing encouraging or 
promising reached the Eastern settlers till the 
surrender of Burgoynci which, though, occurring 
on the 17th of October, 1777, did not reach Jones* 
boro till the first of December following. The 
people were oveijoyed at this ''grateful intelli- 
gence.*' It formed the principal topic of conver- 
sation, some deeming it an event likely to bring 
hostilities to a close. A short time afterwards it 
was announced that France had acknowledged 
the Independence of Amejpca, which greatly^ in- 
creased the probability that the American arms 
would triumph. Notwithstanding, the misfor- 
tunes of the British, they decided to prbsecnte the 
war with renewed vigor. Nothing of a serious 
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nature occurred to the Eastern people, tiU 1779, 
when the great depreciation in the value of paper 
inoneyi took place. This money was in bills is- 
sued by Congress, the first in 1775, amounting to 
two millions, which increased till in 1779 it 
reached the enormous sum of two hundred mil* 
lions of dollars! And so depreciated that one 
dollar in gold would buy fifty or sixty dollars in 
bills* It is known now, as *'01d Continental 
money," and some families have bills to large 
anaouBts which have been preserved. Several 
causes combined to sink this paper currency; 
but the principal reasons were the extensive coun- 
terfeit of it by the enemy, and the general want 
of confidence that it would ever be redeemed.— 
A good deal of this money, in fact it constituted 
the circulating currency in the Province of Maine^ 
had found its way to the eastward, in payment for 
furs, lumber and fish, and its depreciation at this 
time was a severe loss to the people. The em- 
bargo, laid on by the enemy, prevented inter- 
course between the towns, and the terrible 
droughty which lasted through May and June of 
this year increased the "dearth of provisions and 
general distress." Fortunately, after this period. 
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hj a wiM decuioa of Coagnss,. no plaee to tbt 
Eaatward of Penobscot Biver was called upoA ftr 
taxes or contribations, during the coodiraaiice of 
the war. ProTisiona were sent to the eastern 
towne at the public charge. The people of Ma- 
chias were among thoae who received aidv and 
from them Mr. Weston and his neighbors obtaoed 
limited supplies. 

In some towns, in the Province of Maine, in the 
summer of 1779 '*corn sold for $35 a bushel; 
molasses for $16, a gallon ; and one man- was so 
wicked as to ask $75 for a bushel of v/hotit meal, 
and another, in August, tlie same summer^ paid 
$ld for a pound of tea I This was in paper mon« 
ey, and such was its value at this time. 

Nothing of importance occurred after this pe- 
riod of unusual distress, until the ^*Dark Day" 
which was May 19tb, 1780. It was so tlark in 
Joneshoro^ that lighted candles were used at noon 
in the houses* The darkness of the night was 
eqjually extreme and fearful. Timid> people were 
greatly frightened, believing it a precursor to 
some great national oalkimity. The next day, 
Hathing unusual was. noticed in the atounphere; 
and subsequsiktly it was ascertained that the dhiric- 
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ne88 prevailed through New England and a few 
miles out to sea. The conjecture since has been, 
that it oocarred from the smoke of extensive fires 
m the woods, in Maine and New Hampshire, and 
a peculiar state of the atmosphere. 

The news of the surrender of Cornwallis, 
reached Jonesboro, a little more than a month af- 
ter he capitulated. The treachery of Arnold had 
formed an ample theme for discussion among the 
neighbors, but the fearful apprehensions which it 
had induced, were now all fsrgotten.' The ti- 
dings of the glorious victory of Washington over 
Cornwallis came fA>m Ifaeiiias one afternoon and 
especial ptfins were taken to let ''all the people 
in the place know it.** ^£arly in the evening 
nearly all of the men and a greater part of the 
women and larger children had collected at Cap* 
tain Watts* house. They had no powder to spare 
to fire a gun, thpy had no provision wherewith 
to spread a large table for the company, but they 
had patriotic hearts and they could talk, they could 
exult in cheers and hurrahs, and thank God with 
sincere and grateful spirits, for they believed that 
their hour of deliverance from the British yoke 
bad now come. 
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Said Capt Watts— ''The British rale is over ia 
America— this victory of Washington's ia our 
country's redeeming triumph : the hack bone of 
the British Lion is broken, and the haughty 
King is heoceforth disgraced in the eyes of the 
world." The joy of these people could not be 
exceeded, at this victory of American arms, as in 
their judgment, it substantially closed the wiir, 
and subsequent events shew, that they were not 
wrong. This meeting of the people at Capt. 
Watts' took place the latter part of November, or 
first of December. The surrender of Cornwallis 
was on the 18th of October, preceding. It will 
be recollected, that Capt. Watts was an old sol- 
dier, and it seemed appropriate on this occasion 
for the neighbors to gather around him. Mr. 
Weston, Samuel Watts, Jr. and some of his broth- 
ers, who had recently been released from the gar- 
rison at Machias, were present and rejoiced with 
the rejoicing. ^'There were no tories in Jones- 
boro" — there might have been timid ones, but all 
were united and strong now. 

After the surrender of Cornwallis the people did 
not attach much consequence to the war. Sa- 
vannah and Charleston were the most important 
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posts held by the British, and it was evident that 
British rule in the United Colonics was wani^ 
fast. 

Mr. Weston subsequently became a mill-owner 
and did considerable lumbering at Chandler's 
River. He was a very active, in4ustrious man. 
In bunting excursions after moose and deer he 
generally excelled, as bis bodily stiength enabled . 
him to endure great fatigue. One time, during 
the deep snpws of a winter, in company with 
some of bis neigbors,.,he followed the trail of a 
moose an unusually long distance, and finally 
succeeded in capturing him on a very high hill to 
the North West and hear the bead* of Chandler's 
Biver. The day was extremely cold, and as bad 
luck would have it^ My. Weston lost bis mittens 
near where the moose was slain. People now-a- 
days know this bill as ^^ Mitten Mountain" the in- 
cident having given it its name. It is located in 
the town of Centreville, and is the highest land in 
all that region. 

In Religious faith Mr. Weston was Baptist, 
having united himself with the church in Colum- 
bia, as early as 1807. He was baptized at £p- 
ping. From that time afterwards be continued a 
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'member of the Society in good etattding. His 
daughter Scsan joined the same churcli and «t 
the same time. For quite a number of years lie 
was the only person at Chandler^s Kiver, who 
made a public profession of religioo. 

Mr. Weston died in August, 1827| being a lit- 
tle more than seventy-one years of age. His 
grave is on Xhfi &rn he occupied in Jonesboro. — 
Since his death, his youngest child and only son, 
has owned ibe homestead. 

For convenience we give the following record 
of Captain Samuel Watts' family. 



Sami7£L Watts married Elsie Bean. 

THSIB CHILDBKM : 

Samuel, bom February, 1756 : Died March, 1849. 

Hannah, « November, 1758 : « December, 1855. 

David, *< 1761: Date of death unknown. 

Betsey, " 1764: " ** " « 

Elsie, " 1767: " " " " 

Abigail, *' 1780 : Died in 1852. 

8ally, " 1783: •< «« 1838. 

Thomas, *< 1786: Dateof^eathwikiiawn. 
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Samu£l Watts 2nd mabrxeb Polly Notes. 



TBSIB CSIU>BBir : 



JLiucj, Betsey, David, Sabrina, Samuel. 
"^Dayid, Josiah, Stephen, Delia, 



Hannah marbied Josiah Weston. 

THBXa CRILDBIM : 



Elizabeth, bom October, 1775. 


H^pnah, 


«( 


February, 1778. Burned in tiie house. 


Hannah, 


it 


1780. Died Sept. 1836. 


Susan, 


({ 


September, 1783. 


Beteey, 


<c 


November, 1785. 


Elsie, 


• {( 


April, 1788. 


Aphia, 


(( 


February, 1790. 


Sophia, 


ii 


May, 1792. 


Frances, 


(( 


December, 1794. 


Phebe, 


ii 


August, 1797. Died in 1811. 


Sally, 


ii 


Noveiiiber, 1799. 


Amelia, 


ii 


October, 1802. 


Joseph, 


ii 


April, 1806. 



*DffowiMd when, wtwm yean M» 
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t)AYID MABBIfiD ABIGAIL N0YE8, FeB. 14, 1796. 
TBEIB CHILDRBir : 

.Samuel, Ruth, Mary, Thonue. 

Joeeph, Abagail, Joan, 



Betsey mabbied Levi Bowkeb, Oct. 25, 1789. 

THKIR CHILDREK : 

Watts, Levi, Hannah, Deborah, Mazy. 
Ljdia, Betsey, Sally, Frederic, 



Elsie mabeied Ralph Hatcock. 

TfiEiB children: 

*Clark, Mary, Warren, 

Hannah, Jones, Samuel. 



Abagail mabbieo Dayid Mebbitt. 

TREIB GHILDSEV: 

Parker, Stillman, Rebecca, Weston, Wetherbee. 
Dustan, Hannah, Lydia, Phebe, 

*DM in infancy. 
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Thomas mabbied Susan Notes. 
THSiR ghildbjbn: 
Sarah y Eunice, Thomas. 

Mrs. Haycock lived at Calais. Mrs. Bowker, 
at Machias. The rest of the family lived most of 
the time at Jonesboro. Their children and grand 
children are scattered throughout the American 
Union, numbering in all several hundreds. To 
record their names, date of births, marriages, 
deaths, 6ffC., would make of itself a volume. 

Mrs. Weston's children married as follows : — 

Elizabeth masbied Benjamin Dobhan, Nov. 
9th, 1795. Married by Rev. Mr. Lyon, at Machias. 

THEIR CHILDBEN: 

Mary, Israel, Hannah, Colon, Lydia. 

Josiah, Nathaniel, Loraine, Betsey, 

Hannah, Mrs. Weston's second child, died aged ten 
months. The third child was named Hannah. 

Hannah kaebied Moses Plummeb. 

theib ohiuibbn: 

Barnabas, Abag^il, Bobert, Maiy. 

Josiah, Aphia, Eben. 
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SUSAK MARRIED NaTHAN HaxSCOX. 
tHEIB CHILDRBK : 

Ruth, Phebe, Nathan, Josiah, Samuel, Hannah. 
Betsrt xarbikd Asa Fabxsworth. 

THBIB GHILDBEN: 

Sybil, Stephen, Nathaniel, Joaeph, 

Keziah, Peter, Harriet^ Geoige. 

Sophia, Priscilla, Caroline, 

Elsie Married John Schoppe. 

TBBIB CBILDBBN: 

Phebe, Franoeo, Hannah, George. 

Antonio, William, Eliza, 

Afhia harried William Schopfe. 
They had one child, Francis, he died April, 1841. 

Sophia married Amasa FiRxswoRTH. 

THXIB OHILDBEB: 

Billiard, Leonard, Eri, •Phebe, Albert. 
Iiooniece, Charles, Warren, ^Amelia, 

•Twins. 
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FbA^NCES MARBIED FrAXCIS ScHOFPE. 

They had no children, 

Phebe, died when young. 

Sally marrieb Richard £. Gilman. 

THEIR CHILDRBK: 

Joseph, Harrison, *Leyi, Sophia, Levi. 
Amelia mabried Dakiel Coffin. 

THEIR CHILDREN : 

*Eri, Sophronia, Francis, Savilla, Hilliard. 
*Lydia, *Horace, Augustus, Lucius, 

Joseph mabbied Sophia Jones. 

THEIR children: 

♦Jones, *Francis, Harriet, * Joseph, Joseph. 
Horace, *Hannah, * Jones, Eliza, 



Mrs. Dorman after she married, lived in Har- 
rington. Mrs. Plummer in Addison ; Mrs. Han- 

*Died in infancy. 
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scorn in Crawford ; Mrs. Betsey Farns worth io 
Jonesboro ; Mrs. Elsie Schoppe in Beddington ; 
Mrs. Aphia, and Frances in Jonesboro ; Mrs. So- 
phia Farnsworth in Beddington ; Mrs. Gilman in 
Jonesboro ; Mrs. Coffin, in Addison, Centr^iile, 
and Beddington, and Joseph the youngest child 
and only son, in Jonesbcrough. Betsey and So- 
phia married brothers, as did Elsie, Frances and 
Aphia. What is quite remarkable in so large a 
family, we believe none of them ever married the 
second time. Susan is about seventy-four years 
old and is the eldest child now living. Eight of 
the daughters are yet living, and seven with their 
first husbands, the youngest being about fifty-five 
3'ears old ! Nine of Mrs. Weston's children were 
living when she died ; sixty-eight grandchil- 
dren ; one hundred and fifty-three Great-grand- 
children, and twenty. five Great-great-grandchil- 
dren ; making the whole number of her descend- 
ents then living o>er two hundred and fifty. At 
present, August, 1857, her descendents living, 
number two hundred and sixty-four. 

On thing will be noticed. A large number of 
grandchildren were named Josiah and Hannah. — 
This of itself shows the respect which the chil- 
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dren entertained for their parents, and speaks 
well for their parental attachment. When Mr. 
Weston died his youngest child was about twenty- 
one years old. Mrs. Weston lived twenty-eight 
years after her husband's death. Naturally the 
children loved their mother, and spared as she 
was, monument of maternal care and training in 
their early life, the remembrances of which were 
often revived by their own troubles and trials, 
they watched over her declining years with ten- 
derly solicitude. 

Mrs. Weston was of* medium height, slender 
form, yet possessed of great physical energy. Up 
to \Fithin a few years of her death her health was 
remarkably good. After she had lived four score 
years she attracted much attention ; many stran- 
gers, who desired the recital of events which trans- 
pired in the Revolution, visited her, and always 
found her communicative and a source of much 
interest, not only as a relic of the past, but for 
the exactness of her memory, and the very clear 
accounts she loved to give of early occurrences' 
within her own observation. Her maxims of 
economy, prudence and propriety, deduced from 
her long observation, had weighf; and influence 
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vfith ber neighbcTS. As she lived with mental 
powers not perceptibly dimmed by years of ser- 
vice, so she continued to hold the respect of her 
acquaintances, and the memory of her virtues and 
of her wisdom will, for a long time, exert useful 
influences in the circle where she was so well 
known. 

Her father was a young man when Washington 
was born. His life and his daughter*s embracing 
a period of one hundred and forty years, included 
the most important part of American history, af- 
ter the first discoveries, by Columbus and Hud 
son. Capt. Watts was a soldier and an officer in 
the army where Washington was the leading spir- 
it. The illustrious events of that great man's 
life, were to him, as the recital of the occurances 
in our school boy days. His familiarity with 
the distressful scenes of the old French and In- 
dian war, of the trials of the American officers 
and soldiers in the Revolution, were communica- 
ted to his children, and became deeply impressed 
in their minds. Mrs. Weston^s excellent memo* 
ry enabled her to retain, much of the history of 
men and things, obtained from her father, down 
to the latest period of life. Strangers had strong 
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indacements then, to avail themBelves of the priv- 
elege of hearing her repeat those stories of the 
times, in which their ancesters were more of less 
active, and which all lovers of their country de- 
sire to cherish in rememhrance. 

"The young may die and the old must die."— 
We have* written of Mrs. Weston's life, it comes 
ne2ct to record her death. 



CHAPTER IX. 

After the death of her hushand, Mrs. Weston 
lived with her son and daughters in Jonesboro, 
mostly with the former. She enjoyed a good de- 
gree of health, was able to do the ordinary house- 
hold labor for many years, and visited her rela- 
tives and acquaintances, among whom she was ever 
welcome. At the bedside of the sick, her words 
of cheer and efforts to alleviate the pains of dis- 
ease are among acts more deeply impressed in the 
minds of many than almost anything else. Her 
cheerfulness had propped the invalid in his shaken 
hours; her tender ministrations renovated his 
overtasked powers ; her counsels and her love 
had induced the erring to return, and saved the 
tempted in the trying hour. 

Her mental powers were wonderfully preserved. 
Her judgment at ninety-five seemed unshaken, 
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while without the use of glasses she could see to 
do any work desirable. Her hearing became im^ 
paired during the last two or three years of her 
life, though most of the time one could make him- 
self intelligible in the ordinary tone of conversa- 
tion. She could converse readily up to within a 
short time of her death. 

It may not be amiss here to state, that during 
the summer of the World's Fair, or Crystal Pal- 
ace Exhibition, at New York, she carded th© 
wool, spun the yarn, and knit it into a pair of 
stockings, with the intention of sending them 
thither for Exhibition. They were pronounced a 
superior article by good judges, and truly so, 
when considered that they were mannfactured by 
a women ninety-five years old, and without the 
aid of glasses. 

In religious views Mrs. Weston was no bigot. 
Her faith yas of a liberal order. We are not 
aware that she ever made a public profession of 
religion, or united herself with any society, but at 
one time in the latter part of her life, she intima- 
ted some desire to become a member of the Con- 
gregationalist Church in Jonesboro, We know of 
no reason why she did not, except the very ad- 
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Tanced period in her life, when the step suggested 
itself to her mind. ^ 

On the 12th of Decemher, If 55, when she had 
advanced twenty days beyond her ninety-seTeoth 
year, the angel of death came quietly, and 'bore 
her spirit from earth to the heavenly world. No 
regrets at parting with her children, or the world 
in which she had lived so long, no murmuring, no 
fear of death, no hope, save that of Heaven did 
she utter. None who lived at her birth could 
witness her death. She had outlived them all 
Generations had been ushered into being, acted 
their part, and with few exceptions gone. Those 
who stood by her performing the last duties, were 
as the children of her old age. They looked on 
the life of a century mark fading away in the 
hand of death. 

But few of her children saw their mother die. 
But few of her descendents, comparatively, could 
be gathered, to follow the remains of a venerable 
parent to the grave. They were scattered in dif- 
ferent parts of the United States, many of whom 
had never seen her while living, and knew noth- 
ing of her death. This is not strange, when we 
reflect that quite a number of the fifth generation, 
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were already active on the stage of being. 

"What a change in the affairs of the American 
continent she lived to witness. What a history is 
included in her time ! And how trivial must have 
appeared to her the changes, the revolutions, the 
strifes which her country went through with.— 
Born when these powerful states were feeble CoU 
onies, and when the rival nations of the Old 
World were fiercely engaged in determining the 
relative power, and ownership of their discove- 
ries and possessions on the western continent, and 
when no state or colony, or city dared lay claim 
to independence, and when the strongest was too 
weak to cherish such a sentiment ; when to sus- 
tain life, and not its liberty, taxed the mental and 
industrial capacities of the people to the utmost ; 
when the pride of America had not yet awakened 
but slumbered ; when the forest covered the soil 
in all its primitive beauty, and the red man was 
monarch of much the largest proportion of these 
vast breadths of territory ; when the houses were 
roughly built and people lived plain ; and living 
through an unrivalled prosperity among the states 
and in the nation, what a history had she wit- 
nessed and what a succession of triumphs in the 
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revelation ofhaman liberty, art and science.— 
Ages may succeed ages and the world will not 
permit human eyes to see so much again. Old 
nge may be attained, but the sphere may never 
come to man, where, in a fime so short, such a 
wonderful work will be accomplished. 

On the day of h«r birth the population of all 
the American Colonies was about one million, 
five hundred thousand, or but little more than the 
present population of Indiana, which then did not 
contain a white inhabitaht! The population of 
the Province of Maine, was 18,000, or about the 
same as the city of Bangor now. She lived to se6 
it number 600,000. Bangor, however, was a wil- 
derness until Mrs. Weston was eleven years old. 
Stephen Russell was the first white settler, whose 
residence commenced in the fall of 1769. New 
York city was, at her birth, about the size of Bath. 
She lived until it became a city of the first magni- 
tude, containing 700,000 people and a wealth as- 
sessed in hundreds of millions. In 1626, the 
Island of Manhattan, estimated to contain 240OO 
acres, being the land on which the great Metrop- 
olis now stands was bought of the Indians for 
924,00 ! Figures can hardly tell what the Island 
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is worth now. The first census of New York waa 
taken in 1656, when it contained 1000 inhabitants. 

In 1758, the Province of Maine contained thir- 
teen incorporated towns, all being within the lim- 
its of the present counties of York and Cumber* 
land. In the whole Province of Massachusetts, 
the number of inhabitants did not exceed 17,000. 
When Mrs. Weston died the same territory num- 
bered 1,800,000. On its soil are large towns and 
cities, whose commencement did not date back 
half her life. Her native town, Haverhill, was, 
one of the earliest settled in New England. It 
did not increase so fast in population and wealth 
as many of its neighbors. During the Indian 
wars from 1675 to J 763, a period of nearly a cen- 
tury, it suffered a great deal. In 1697 the inhab- 
itants nearly abandoned the place through fear of 
the savages. In 1758 the inhabitants by estimate 
numbered 700. In 1800, about 3000. In 1856, 
near 9000. 

She lived to see her country i^icrease from a 
few feeble Colonies, dependent on a foreign pow- 
er, to Thirteen Republics, each organized under a 
Constitution guarding its own internal and indi- 
vidual rights ; and the whole, under a Constitu- 
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tion, Free and Independent, and strong in their 
Union, their whole machinery of govemment sim- 
ple, yet wise, original yet popular and praticabie, 
and such as the world had never before seen. — 
She lived when Washington, after he had fufilJed 
the great duty assigned him, resigned his place 
as the head of the American army, and when af- 
ter a few years retirement, at Mt. Vernon, he was 
called to be the head and Chief Ruler of the new- 
born Republic. She was yet young, when the 
mournful news went over the land, that Wash- 
ington was dead. She remembered the grief of 
the people, and how the nation mourned the death 
of that good man. 

She remembered the accession of Adams, the 
senior, Jefferson, Madison and Munroe to the Pres- 
idency, as well as people do now-a-days, that of 
Jackson and Taylor. She witnessed the acquisi- 
tion of Territory from the purchase of Lousiana, 
by Jefferson, down to the annexation of Texas, 
and purchase of California, and the increase of 
Territory originally confined to the Atlantic, but 
before her death bounded by the Pacific and Gulf of 
Mexico, and constituting thirty-one states, many 
of them larger than some of the nations of Europe. 
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She lived before steamboats and railroads had 
scarcely been thought of, and when years were 
required to get a message around the world ; 
and she lived, too, \^hen words and messages, 
through the agency of the Magnetic Telegraph, 
could run ihe circuit of the globe, as speedily as a 
mile, and quick as the lightning*s flash. The 
genius and industry of man, contributed to anni- 
hilate space, break over the barriers of barbarism, 
and let in the glowing light of civilization, bind* 
ing the nations of the earth together with cords 
of love and good will, while she was yet active on 
the stage of being. 

Al last, she yielded her life to the un weary hand 
of death. Her long day of existence became 
darkened. All she had witnessed, all she had 
experienced, all she had done would rest on earth 
bequeathed to new generations. Her long life 
had been well spent; her morning, noon and 
evening down to the night. The morning was 
her industry, the noon her practical usefulness, 
and the evening her counsel. Of them all, she 
might well feel proud and her descendents tor her. 
She died easy. Like the falling leaf, quietly 
the spirit stepped out of the earthly tenement, to 
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enter upon the way of the eternal world ; the 
body left, a representative of the trials and changes 
of a hundred years on earth, the soul, beginning 
where neither centuries nor time itself has any 
reckoning. 

Her remains slumber beside the dust of him, 
who was the companion and solace of her youth. 
Not a mark identifies her grave, beyond that of a 
common resting place. Will it thus be left? 
Will the grave of one of the earliest daughters of 
American Freedom remain neglected and un- 
marked till obliterated ? She performed her part. 
If small, it was only because it was not larger, 
that she did not do more. However large the 
task, or whatever the consequences, if duty led 
the way, she would have followed. If the nation 
and state fail to erect a suitable monument, bear- 
ing a faithful inscription, let her friends form an 
association, subscribe the necessary fund, cause it 
to be made and and erected over her grave. No 
patriotic citizen of Washington county, would 
withhold his contribution. We have but few 
battle-fields to plant memorials on : we have but 
few graves, that we feel ourselves called on to 
give a national mark, but this is one ! The com- 
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mencement of the work would insure its comple- 
tioa, and its completion would remind the visitor 
of a worthy Woman, whose dust it memorialized, 
and of a patriotic public whose generosity it would 
represent. 



The following verses were written, about four 
years since, by the venerable William Freeman, 
Esq., of Cherry field. They were published at the 
time in several newspapers, but deeming them 
worthy of preservmtion, with his consent, we in- 
sert them here : — 

We love the woman who has strength of will 
The high resolves of duty to fulfil ; 
Who takes an intejest in the public weal, 
And for that good will act as well as feel ; 
Who makes it both her pleasure and her pride, 
To do, what patriot virtue should decide, 
Such noble women, we rejoice to own, 
Were in our country's revolution known. 
And in its annals ihej should be enrolled. 
And prized more highly than the wealth of gold. 
Within a neighboring town there lived, or late 
Lived one, whose patriot worth we should narrate : 
If dead no just memorial has been given 
To mark the time, she went from earth to Heaven. 
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Or to recount the story of a deed, 
By which she helped her country in its need. 
Perhaps she lived, 'till age had lost the praise 
That shed its luster on her youthful days, 
And then, a fate which oil befalls the old, 
Her virtues and her death were left untold. 

It is the purpose of our humble verse 
This long neglected story to rehearse, 
And thus, however poor may be Ihe lay, 
A grateful portion of its debt to pay. 
When Freedom's struggle first awoke alarm, 
And ere its friends could all find time to arm. 
In the Machias waters there appeared 
A hostile sail, whose threat 'ning force was feared ; 
The people unprepared to meet the foe, 
Sought to employ some one for help to go ; 
A messenger, in whom they might confide, 
The means for their protection to provide, 
While men refused, or lingered in their zeal, 
She heard, and promptly answered the appeal , 
And with a spirit true as well as brave. 
She undertook the task, required to save. 
From home and ease, o'er wilds and distance fiur— 
To bear their wants, and spread the nevrs of war ; 
The tidings told and all these wants supplied. 
Back to her anxious friends again she hied ; 
Though thirty miles of forest she conveyed 
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Supplies of ammunitioii to their aid ; 

No guide but spotted trees to lead her feet, 

Or voice but that of bird or beast to greet, 

The dark and dreary way alone she trod, 

And bore, with eager haste, the heayy load. 

By which they were enabled to employ 

The arms, that might be needed to destroy. 

BegardlesB both of labor and of toil. 

Her purpose was to guard her native soil. 

The deed was noble and the end was gained, 

The town was thus defended and maintained ; 

A feat of female courage, which bat few. 

Except of Roman nerve, would dare to do ; 

For which, if proper effi)rts had been made, 

A pension, just due, might have been paid. 

For less deserts the public wealth has flowed, 

And honor high and rich have been bestowed, 

If but the shadow of a service done. 

Affords the proof by which these grants are won, 

A true exploit, achieved by woman's hand, 

Some small reward of merit should command. 

Perhaps this woman may have lived obscure. 

And died, if she is dead, unmoum'd and poor ; 

When for her country she performed a deed 

That should have saved her from n^lect and need ; 

If not too late, let justice now be done, 

And some return for this neglect atone ; 

The stone, at least, with grateful words should rise, 
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To tell, that <<here a female patriot lies, 

Who lov'd her native land— not only so, 

She helped to vanish and expel its foe ;'' 

And if her head now rest heneath the sod, 

And she can gain no bounty, but from God, 

Why should not they, who live to bear her name, 

Reodye, as others do, her well eom'd claim ? 

Let those, whose hearts by noble deeds are vrannM, 

And know the gallant service she performed 

Present the proof, and urge the righteous plea. 

And trust the grateful judgment of the Free. 

In this behalf who would not raise a voice. 

And, if it should prevail would not rejoice? 

If any such, he has no soul to prise 

The worth which in heroic virtue lies ; 

And in the joys, it labored to achieve. 

Deserves no portion, and should none receive. 

If still among the living she beholds 

The giloiy, which her country now unfolds, 

And in whose trials she endur'd her part. 

And for its triumph gave her hand and heart. 

This tardy act of justice will illume 

The shades, which may be gath'ring o'er her tomb ; 

And, like the sun, in its declining rays. 

Her last, the few, may be her brightest days. 
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On an evening the latter part of April, 1775, 
a number of persons were collected in a small 
tavern in the town of Machias. A day or two 
previous the Inhabitants had received the procla- 
mation of the Provincial Congress of Massachu- 
setts, authorizing and requiring preparations and 
efforts to be made incident to a state of hostility. 
The people of Machias had, from the first, been 
strenuously opposed to the usurpation of the Brit- 
ish government ; and the sole topic of conversa- 
tion, whenever a few met together, was this ex- 
citing subject. On the evening in question a 
much larger number than usual had assembled to 
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talk over the stirring news recently received from 
Boston. 

Conspicuous among the rest were two young 
men, brothers, by the name of O'Brien^ sons of 
Morris O'Brien, who came to this country from 
Cork, in Ireland, Seated around the ample fire- 
place, enjoying their pipes and cans, the all-en* 
grossing topic of the hour was canvassed by one 
and alL 

At last the elder of the brothers, Jeremiah 
O'Brien, spoke out : Well neighbors what do you 
think of this rumor that is flying about ? VVhat ru- 
mor do you allude to ? asked a man by the name of 
Foster, who sat near by, and who held the dignified 
office of Colonel in the militia. Why that the 
first blow has been struck Colonel, and American 
blood spilt at Lexington and Concord. Where 
did you ^et that news ? was the immediate inqui- 
ry of nearly all present. I know not how the 
news reached us, but such is the report. 

And what followed ? rejoined Col. Foster, in a 
tone of great earnestness. Did our people submit 
to thi^ outrajge ? Were they so dastardly as not to 
^elfdinte ? 

Xpu i^ost ziiji^Jtake the spirit of the people of 
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Lexington and Concord, Colonel, if you think 
they patiently submitted to such an act of vio- 
lence. Not they ; many a red coat bit the dust 
in consequence. Men, bowed down by age, for- 
got the weight of years ; and boys, scarcely able 
to hold a musket rushed forth to avenge the blood 
of their countrymen ; and all along, so says the 
report* the road was strewed with the dead bodies 
of the retreating enemy. God grant it may be 
true! Was echoed from several parts of the 
room. I move said O'Brien, when the agitation 
which this news had excited had subsided, *'that 
to-morrow we raise a Liberty Pole in front of the 
town house." Agreed ! Agreed ! Was the ani- 
mated response from every quarter. And that a 
Committee of Safety be appointed, he added, who 
shall have supervision of all the affairs relative to 
the proclamation lately received from tt^ Provin- 
cial Congress. 

You will pardon me, gentlemen, for interfering, 
as I am not an inhabitant of the place, remarked 
a gentleman present, by the name of Jones, who 
belonged to Boston, but who had a store in Ma- 
chias, and exeicised in consequence considerable 
influence; while I cordially approve the spirit 
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manifested on the present occasion, yet permit 
me to suggest if it would not be more advisable 
to call a town meeting, to act on the propositions 
that have been made this evening. To give 
weight to acts of this character, they should be 
legally sanctioned ; and from what I know of the 
good people of Machias, I doubt not they will 
unanimously coincide with your views. 

This seasonable proposition won the assent of 
all ; for it is a noted fact, that the men of the Rev* 
olution were a law and order loving people, and 
all the acts which preceded that great movement, 
were in conformity to a previously authorized vole. 
Accordingly, the next day a public meeting of 
the inhabitants was called, at which it was voted 
to comply fully with the requisitions of the proc- 
lamation of the Provincial Congress. A Commit- 
tee of Safety was forthwith appointed ; and as a 
symbol of their resolutions, it was by acclamation 
voted that a Liberty Pole should be immediately 
erected. 

On the adjournment of the meeting, the 0*Briens 
and a number of the more active spirits &et about 
the work. Selecting the talleRt tree they could 
find, they stripped it of its branches, leaving a tuft 
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of verdure at the top. In the mean time a deep 
hole had been dug in which to plant it ; and long 
before sunset amid the shouts of the assembled 
inhabitants and the discharge of muskets, the lof- 
ty pole was set and secured. This work accom- 
plished, the people gathered around it and sol- 
emnly pledged themselves to resist the opposition 
of the mother country and, if, occasion called to 
sacrifice their property, and shed their hearts* 
blood, in defense of the colony. After this excit- 
ing scene they gradually dispersed, firmly bat 
anriously awaiting the course of events. 



CHAPTER II. 

A few days after the occurrence of the evenu 
related in this chapter, two merchant vessels, in 
British employ, arrived from Boston, for the pur- 
pose of obtaining pickets and plank, to be used 
by the English in defense of that city. By this 
arrival, confirmation was received of the battle at 
Lexington, and the people of Machias were made 
acquainted with the actual state of affairs in that 
quarter, regarding which there had existed a great 
degree of uncertainty and anxiety. 
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The merchant vessels were convoyed by a 
British armed schooner, named the Margaretta, 
mounting four four-pounders and sixteen swivels. 
She was commanded by a spirited young Irish- 
man, by the name of Moore, who, notwithstand- 
ing his coming in the character of an enemy, by ^ 
his gallantry and gentlemanly conduct won large- 
ly the esteem of the inhabitants. Immediately on 
his arrival, observing the Liberty Pole, Captain 
Moore landed, and demanded of a group who had 
collected around the landing place, who had erect- 
ed it. That pole sir, answered John O'Brien, 
was erected by the unanimous approval of the peo- 
ple of Machias. Well, sir, rejoined the officer, 
with or without their approval, it is my duty to 
declare it must come down. Must come down^ 
repeated O'Brien with some warmth. Those 
words are very easily spoken, my friend. You 
will find, I apprehend, that it is easier to make 
than it will be to enforce a demand of this kind* 
What ! Am I to understand that resi&tance will 
be made ? Will the people of Machias dare to dis- 
regard an order, not originating with me, gentler- 
men, but with the government whose officer I am ? 
The people of Machias, replied O'Brien, will 
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dare do anything in maintainance of their princi« 
pies and rights. It is useless to bandy words, re- 
joined the officer, a little nettled at the deter* 
inined spirit manifested around him ; my orders 
are peremptory and must be obeyed* That Lib- 
erty Pole must be taken down, or it will be my 
painful duty to fire on the town. As the youog 
t)fficer turned to re-enter his boat, he was accost- 
ed by Mr. Jones, the merchant we have alluded 
to, who prevailed upon him to suspend his deter- 
mination until the people could assemble in town 
meeting, when perhaps the town would agree to 
remove the objectionable object. During this 
conversation, the group around dispersed, with 
the understanding that the Committee of Safety 
would meet that afternoon and consult about this 
new and exciting state of things. At an early 
hour in the afternoon the Committee met. Being 
composed of such men as the O'Briens, Foster 
und like spirits, it may readily be imagined what 
their opinions were in regard to taking down the 
pole. Instead of discussing that question, they 
busied themselves in forming plans to repel an 
attack should one be made. They advised that 
a town meeting bhould b'e called, to take the sense 
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of the inhabitants on the subject of removing the 
pole, faeling perfectly sure that they would vote 
to keep it up. In the mean time, they made ar- 
rangements to send off next morning to Pleasant 
River Village, distant about twenty miles, and to 
a few other villages, requesting the people to 
come to Machias to help them defend the symbol 
of Liberty. The next day which was Saturday 
the town meeting was held, and the subject laid 
before it. It needed not much discussion. There 
was the demand and the threat. Let those, said 
the chairman, who are disposed to obey the one 
through fear of the other say Aye. A silence as 
of death prevailed throughout the Hall, until the 
chairman interrupted it by submitting another 
question. Those who are opposed to taking 
down the Liberty Pole will please say No. 

With the suddenness and almost with the force 
of a thunder clap, one loud No ! Seemed to spring 
simultaneously from every lip. The Noes have it, 
quietly remarked the chairman, whose voice had 
unconsciously mingled with his fellow citizens* 
when the vote was determined. 

Captain Moore was somewhat exasperated on 
learning the vote of the town, and would have 
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put bis threat into immediate execntioH, but for 
the interference a second time of Mr. Jones.— 
That gentleman represented to him 6iat the meet- 
ing was not fttlly attended, and that thoTOtewsi 
not a fair expression of the sentiments of the 
town. By urgent persuasion, he succeeded is 
obtaining a respite until another meeting wai 
called, whieb was to be held on the foilowing 
Monday. It will grieve me, Mr. Jones, said the 
officer, on taking leave, to resort to extreme meas- 
ures ; but you may assure the people that, unless 
tbey vote to remove the pole, in one boar after 
Ibis meeting breaks up I will open on the town. 
With this understanding, and witb expressions of 
mutual respect, they parted ; the one to pace the 
quarter deck of bis little craft, the other to report 
the result of the errand. 



CEAPTBR III. 

That same evening a party of five met at the 
bouse of a Captain Lambert, consisting of the 
two O'Briens, Colonel Foster, Mr. Wbeaton and 
the gentleman at whose house tbey met. Well 
gentlemen^ said the elder CBrien, lb. Jones is- 
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forms me that unless the tree is taken down on 
Monday, the town is to be fired upon. So we 
were threatened yesterday, rejoined Captain Lam- 
bert, significantly, and yet the tree stands. Yes, 
added Col<mel Foster, and will stand in spite of 
the Eang's authority. 

Have you heard from the messengers sent to 
Pleasant Biver and the other settlement? in- 
quired Wheaten of O'Brien. One of them re- 
turned this afternoon* And what word does he 
bring? Every man who can possibly leave will 
be here to-morrow or early Monday morning. — 
-I hope they will come well provided with ammu- 
nition, remarked Colonel Foster. I am afraid 
not, said O'Brien ; the messenger says there was 
a great scarcity of powder at Pleasant River. — 
However, they are coming, and those who can't 
obtain muskets will come armed with pitch-forks 
and scythes. They are all 5red with the true 
spirit, and swear the pole shall not be taken down. 
You said you had a proposition to make, re- 
marked Capt. Lambert, addressing John O'Brien, 
who as yet had kept silent. Mr. Jones informs 
me, said the person addressed, that it is the in- 
tefttion of Captain Moore to attend religioun w^r- 
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ship on shore to-morrow. About that tim6 oar 
friends from abroad will have arrived, and my 
proposition is that a number of us carry concealed 
arms to meeting, and when services are over, 
seize upon the Captain, and after that capture bis 
vessel. It will be a bold measure, an open act of 
rebellion, remarked Mr. Wheaton. I am aware 
of that, continued O^Brien, but we have the ex* 
ample of the old Colony People to back us. The 
King and Parliament may call it rebellion If they 
please, but we who are engaged ii^ it know but 
one name for it, and that is — ReooJution. 

Well, gentlemen, what do you say to my pro- 
ject, said the same speaker, breaking the silence 
wUch followed his bold declaratiop. I say aye 
to it with all my heart, exclaimed Colonel Foster^ 
in which assent all the rest joined. But who will 
be the one to seize the Captain ? asked Lambeit. 
I claim that privilege, said John O'Brien. I will 
have an eye on him and place myself in his near 
neighborhood. You, gentlemen, wil 1 stand ready 
to aid me. We must make the people acquaint- 
ed with our design, said Lambert, so that we may 
act in concert. And I propose, savl Mr« Wheat- 
on, as we compose a majority of the Committee of 
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Safety, that between this and morning we ascer- 
' tain what quantity of powder and balld we may 
rely on. Yon need not trouble yourself about the 
balls, said Jeremiah O'Brien. All the women in 
the village have been the whole afternoon melt- 
ing lead to cast them. My mother, I know, in 
her zeal, melted up an old pewter teapot for that 
purpose, in spite of our remonstrances, for it was 
a sort of heirloom. The women, if possible, are 
more crazy about keeping the pole erect than are 
the men. A long conversation followed these re- 
marks, having reference to their future proceed* 
ings, after which the company separated. 

The next morning jbefore the usual hour for re- 
ligious worship, here and there men could be seen 
straying along singly, and in pairs towards the 
church, each bearing a musket, so carried as least 
to expose it to view, for the church stood a short 
distance from the shore, and directly opposite 
the church the Margaretta lay at anchor. As the 
men reached the church, they immediately con- 
cealed their weapons in various parts of the house;^ 
ready for use, and then disposed of themselves in 
such a manner as not to excite suspicion. 
At the appointed hour Captain Moore came 



148 A TALE OF W ACSOAa. 

ashote and entered the ehnrch. John O^Briea 
wae on the lookout for him, and entered the bonM 
toon after, taking a seat direelly behind him.-^ 
There were no pews in the church, the house be* 
ing unfinished, but temporary seats had been fit^ 
.ted up, without backs, for present accommoda* 
tion. The weather being somewhat sultry, the 
windows of the church were thrown open, and 
from where the English captain sat, he command- 
ed an extensive view of the river. The sendees 
coramenced. The prayers and the singing were 
gone through with, and the sermon was com- 
menced, which, like a majority of the sermons of 
'those stirring times, resembled more a political 
harangue than a discourse on ethics,— a mistake 
sometimes made by ministers in modern times, 
although in those days it was expected, and 
chimed in with the views of the people. In the 
course of the sermon, happening to glance his 
eyes through the window, Captain Moore was aur- 
prized to see, at the distance of half or three %nar- 
ters of a mile up the river, men crossing the river 
on logs, with guns in their hands. These were 
the men the people of Machias had sent for, com- 
ing to take part in the affray. Realizing at once 
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tke poril of his situation, but without betraying 
alarm, or appearing to notice the strange sight, thp 
young captain again turned his eyes upon tho 
speaker, apparently, deeply engrossed in the ser- 
mon. 

Little did he heed, however, the impassioned 
words of the speaker. His mind was fully intent 
on escapmg the snare which he felt was set for 
him ; for now that his suspicions were aroused, he 
could see furtive glances bent upon him in all direc- 
tions. Near where he sat was an open window, 
the height from which to the ground was trifling. 
Taking advantage of a more than commonly 
stormy sentence in the discourse, which served to 
rivet the attention of the congregation, he started 
from his seat, and leaping across the intervening 
benches, dashed through the window, and made 
his way directly to his boat. 

In a moment the whole church was in an up- 
roar ; but, in the crowding and confusion that en- 
sued, mstant pursuit was prevented : and by the 
time the men had scoured their guns and were 
ready to follow him, he had succeeded in getting 
on board his boat and pushed off into the stream. 
A few minutes' rowing earned him on board his 
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vessel, when he immediately commenced firing 
on the town, the men on shore hriskly returning 
the compliment. Af^er a few discharges, the ves- 
sel made sail down the rirer, followed hy the peo- 
ple, who kept up an incessant fire of musketry 
until she soon was beyond their reach. Very lil- 
tle damage was done on either side in this affray, 
but the excitement of the people was aroused to 
the highest pitch. The church was wholly de- 
serted in the afternoon, and during the remainder 
of the day men might be seen collected in groups 
earnestly discassing the affair and proposini^ plans 
for future action. 



CHAPTER IT. 

During the day and evening, straggling parties 
-from out of town continued to arrive in the vil- 
lage, some with muskets, some armed with pitch- 
forks, and some with scythes fastened on poles, — 
formidable weapons and used with much effect, as 
we are informed by a Polish officer, during the 
Polish Revolution. On Monday morning Machi- 
as was a scene of great excitement. Men parad- 
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ed the village with their various weapons, while 
the women searched every nook and corner for 
powder and lead. As a proof of the spirit whicl^ 
animated the latter, an incident is related, which 
as the writer declares, is worthy of being recorded. 
It seems that the men who came from Pleasant 
River settlement were greatly in want of powder, 
having but two or three charges each. The wife 
of one of the party, having found a horn of pow- 
der after they were gone, followed them twenty 
miles through the woods (there being at that 
time ;io roads) to bring it to her husband, and ar- 
rived with it next day after the party had reached 
Machias. Early in the forenoon it was decided to 
take possession of a lumber sloop in the river and 
go in pursuit of the schooner. About sixty vol- 
unteers mustered on board, among whom were 
six brothers by the name of O'Brien, — Jeremiah, 
Gideon, John, William, Dennis, and Joseph. — 
The father of this heroic family also insisted upon . 
accompanying them, but he reluctantly yielded to 
the wishes of his sons and remained on shore.-^ 
The sloop, which was afterwards called the 
Liberty, started in pursuit, and overtook the 
schooner, which was hecalmed and about tvfo 
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leagues distant from the head of Machias Bay.-- 
When they came in sight of the Margaretta, the 
pursuing party were without any organized head. 
But before coming up with the enexnyy Jeremiah 
O'Brien was unanimously chosen Captain. Go 
taking command his first exercise of autboritj 
was to give permission to all who were afraid to 
follow him at all lengths to go on shore. Three 
men who had blustered the roost when on the 
land, availed themselves of this office, and, amid 
the contempt of the rest of the crew, took a boat 
along side, and left the vessel. 

Now my brave fellows, said Captain O'Brien, 
•having got rid of those white livered cowards, 
our first business will be to get along aide of the 
schooner yonder, and the first man who boards 
ber shall be entitled to the palm of honor. 

By the aid of boats towing ahead and the use of 
sweeps, the sloop was soon brought along aide of 
<the schooner, but, having no grappling irons, they 
almost immediately separated, yet not before 
John O'Brien, who stood in the bows of the sloop 
«eady for a spring, had leaped upon the schoon- 
<er's deck. On looking around he (bond the sloop 
"liad drilled oflTsome twenty or thirty yards, leav- 
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ing Um alone standing on the quarter deck of the 
enemy. Before be had much time to reflect on 
his situation, seven of. the English discharge^ 
their guns at him, almost at the same moment, 
but not a ball touched him. They then charged 
upon him with their bayonets, when to save his 
life, he jumped overboard, and swam towards the 
sloop, and soon stood, to the wonder of himself 
as well as his companions, unharmed on deck.— r 
Brother John, you have won the palm ! said Jere- 
miah shaking him affectionately by the hand. — 
Bat man the sweeps, my hearties, and lay us 
along side once more, and stand ready to fasten 
on to him when you reach him. 

Twenty men, armed with pitchforks, were now 
selected to board the schooner, and when the ves- 
sels were again brought in contact, amidst a fierce 
discharge from the enemy, they rushed over the 
schooner's side, followed by the rest of the crew. 
A sharp contest ensued. The English bravely 
stood their ground, but they could not withstand 
the impetuous onset of the Americans, and, aft«r 
a spirited struggle, they were forced to submit, 
having lost about ten killed and the same number 
wounded. Among the latter was Captain Moore, 
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who in the early part of the actaoa was shot 
through with a brace of balU, from the effects of 
which he died next day, much lamented. TIk 
loss of the Americans was four killed, and eight 
or nine woundred. 

When the sloop appeared in the river, with the 
Margaretta as a prize, those on shore were per- 
fectly wild with excitement. Men, women and 
children gathered on the banks, shouting and ex- 
hibiting every demonstration of joy. The Liber- 
ty Pole was decorated with evergreens, and 
throughout the day and long into the night, might 
be heard the sounds of revelry and rejoicing. As 
a mark of the distinction for the bravery he bad 
displayed, the Committee of Safety appointed 
John O^Brien as bearer of dispatches to the Prov* 
incial Congress of Massachusetts, at Watertown, 
to report what had been done, and to receive di- 
rections for the future. The news was received 
with the most lively interest, and Congress gave 
their approbation to the conduct of the people of 
Machias, in the highest terms, and passed a vote 
of thanks to the individuals concerned in the battle. 
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CHAPTER V. 

If the news of the capture of the Margaretta 
\7a8 rjeceived with a lively interest at the head 
quarters of the Provincial Congress, not less live- 
ly, although of a different nature, was the excite- 
ment caused on its reception at Nova Scotia.— 
Two schooners were immediately fitted out at 
Halifax, for the purpose of re-taking her. These 
vessels were called the Diligence and Tapnaquisht 
the former mounting eight or ten guns, with a 
crew of fifty men, the latter sixteen swivels, with 
a crew of twenty men. Ahout a month had 
elapsed after taking their prize, when the people 
of Machias were notified of these vessels coming 
ug the Bay. Instead of being alarmed at the 
news, preparations were immediately made to 
give them battle. The armament was taken out 
of the Margaretta and placed on board the Liber- 
ty, which, with a full crew, under command of 
Jeremiah O^Brien, proceeded down the Bay to 
meet the enemy. As they entered the Bay they 
met a coaafer coming in, which they took possess- 
ion of, placing thirty-five men on board under 
command of Colonel Foster. It was agreed that 
O'Brien should attadc the Diligence and Poster 
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the Tapnaquish. Iq accordance with this ai- 
raogementf they bore down upon the enemy, and 
each at about the same time boarded. Five mis- 
utes were not required to settle the matter.-- 
Both of the English vessels surrendered at the 
first attempt at boarding, without making the 
least resistance. On his return with his prises, 
Captain O'Brien fell in with a boat containing his 
father and a surgeon whom the old man bad 
brought off. Happily there was no occasion for 
his services. 

The news of this second capture created in- 
tense feelings at Halifax, and to wipe off the stig- 
ma of former defeats, and to punish the authors of 
"I ihem, in the course of three weeks another expe- 
dition was fitted out from that place, consisting of 
a frigate, a twenty gun ship, a brig of sixteen 
guns, and several schooners, containing about a 
thousand men. The news of this formidable flo- 
tilla being on the way caused not a little appre- 
hension in Machias, and some of the more timid 
advised that the place should be abandoned.— 
This proposition was, however, immediately 
scouted, and the O'Briens, with about one hun- 
dred and fifty volunteers, determined to resist the 
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approach of the enemy, overwhelming as they 
were in nombers. About three miles below the 
town, on the eastern side of the river, at a place 
called Scott's Point, a breastwork was hastily 
thrown up. They had no cannon to defend it ; 
all they had to rely on were common muskets. 

Hearing that the fleet was coming up the Bay, 
the brave little band, under the command of Jere- 
miah O'Brien and Col. Foster, took up the line 
of inarch for Scott's Point, resolved, if they could 
not check the advance of the enemy, they would 
pour out the last drop of blood in the attempt. — 
All the inhabitants had gathered in the vicinity 
of the Liberty Pole to see them start. Mothers 
and wives were there with heavy foreboding 
hearts, but there was no shrinking on their part, 
' — no urging a son or a husband to remain. On 
the contrary, struggling with the emotions that 
filled their hearts, they exhorted them not to fal- 
ter in their duty, and without a sign of weakness 
bade them farewell. Such were the women of 
the Revolution. 

Soon after taking possession of the redoubt, a 
patty of obsettatlon was sent out, which shortly 
tetumed, bringing intelligence that the squadron 
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bad anchored in the Bay, with the exception of 
the brig and a number of boats filled with men, 
which were advancing towards the town. It was 
not long before they came in sight, and when op- 
posite the breastwork, a large body of men, about 
five hundred landed. As this formidable number 
drew up on the banks, their bright arms glisten- 
ing in the sun, O'Brien and Foster made their 
preparations. At this juncture Captain O^Brien 
addressed his men. *'You see my lads what yoa 
have got to contend with. The odds are greatlj 
against us ; therefore, if there is one man here 
who is sick of his bargain and wishes to leave, in 
heaven's name let him be o£f.'' Not a man moved 
from the ranks. '^You will find no skulkers this 
time,'' said a voice from the centre. The light 
laugh which passed through the ranks at this re- 
mark, was the best proof the Captain coold have 
of the coolness of his men. It give him confi- 
dence in their stability. 

They are stirring, exclauned Colonel Foster, 
pointing towards the moving mass, coming up in 
a compact body. Be careful men and don't waste 
your powder, he added. Be cool and steady, se- 
lect your men, and do not fire until the word is 
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g^iven. The Americans were drawn up in double 
rank, O'Brien having charge of the front and Fos- 
ter of the rear division. The front rank were to 
deliver their fire, and then fall back, giving place 
to the rear rank, while the former re -loaded, tho 
second rank going through the same manouvre. 
The enemy pressed on at double quick time, and 
seeing the small number opposed to them, they 
burst into a cheer of anticipated triumph, while 
they commenced an irregular firing. Steady, 
my lads, steady ! said O'Brieh, as the balls began 
to whistle around them. Let them come a little 
nearer, — we can't afford to throw away powder. 
The men stood firm as though hewn from the 
solid rock, patiently waiting the word. Ai last, 
when the English had arrived within in one hun- 
dred feet of them, the comm9nd was given. A 
sheet of fiame ran along the breastwork, and as 
the leaden shower fell among the assailants, a 
terrible gap was made in their number. Imme- 
diately as the report of the first volley rang in the 
air, the stern voice of Colonel Foster was heard 
above the din : "Rear rank, advance ! Present ! 
Fire !" and another death-dealing discharge poured 
from the breastwork. 
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In spite of the eflTorts of their officers, the £ng« 
lish broke and retreated towards the bank of the 
•river. Here, after a while, they succeeded in 
forming them, and again they advanced towards 
the handful of men. But this time no triumphaot 
cheer accompanied their onset. On this occasion 
«the assailants rushed on at a charge, with the 
evident intention of carrying the breastwork at 
the point of the bayonet. Not a shot was fired 
until they arrived within point bland distance, 
when again the fiery storm was hurled upon them, 
and again they broke, while another well directed 
volley threw them in»o perfect disorder. A gen- 
eral rush for the boats immediately ensued, and 
while crowding into them, the Americans left their 
cover and poured discharge after discharge into 
their disordered ranks. During the action the 
British brig had caught aground within musket 
shot of the shore, and when the retreating foe had 
gained her decks, they were exposed to and ex- 
perienced severe loss from the Americans, who 
continued to throw their fire into her until she 
floated and was removed down the river. 

In this battle three^ Americans only were killed 
and a small number wounded, while the killed 
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And wounded of the British amouDted, as near as 
could be ascertained, to one hundred. After this 
arepulse the British did not make a second at- 
tempt, but, hastening to get the^r wounded on 
board, they weighed anchor and stood out of the 
13ay on their return to Halifax. 

We will not attempt to describe the joy of the 
inhabitants of Machias, at the unexpected result 
of this battle. They had made up their minds for 
the worse, and they had looked upon the little 
band that had gone forth to cope with the adver- 
sary, as a forlorn hope. When the tidings of the 
overwhelming defeat of the enemy reached them, 
they could scarcely credit the report ; but when 
the little band marched back to the villagei with 
apparently undiminished numbers, their joy knew 
no bounds. After this decided repulse, the peo- 
ple of Machias rested in perfect security, feeling 
confident that another attempt at invasion would 
not be made. But they were mistaken. About 
six weeks after this, a third expedition left Hali- 
fax, and landed a thousand men at Passamaquod- 
dy, with the intention of marchj^ig through the 
woods and attacking Machias by land. On learn- 
ing the fact the people again mustered, and prep- 
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arations were again made to waylay and resist 
the enemy. From the prowess they had already 
exhibited, there is no donbt that they would for 
the fourth time time come of victors. The Brit- 
ish, however, on the second day of their march, 
meeting with so many obstacles, became disheart- 
ened and retreated. 

After this the town remained unmolested.— 
The Liberty Pole, which first drew on them the 
ire of the British, remained a long time standing, 
a cherished memento of their unyielding firmness 
and heroic bravery. We cannot close our story 
without alluding to the 0*6rien family, whose no- 
ble patriotism should have immortalized their 
names. Af\er the transactions we have recorded, 
the Liberty and Diligence were commissioned by 
the State of Massachusetts and sent out on a 
cruise. Jeremiah O'Brien commanded the form- 
er, his brother William being lieutenant. Cap- 
tain Lambert commanded the latter, with John 
O'Brien for first lieutenant. For two years they 
did service on the northern coast, affording pro- 
tection to our navigation, after which they were 
laid up. After this John O^Brien with a number 
of others, built at Newburyport an armed ship, 
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letter of marque, called the Hannibal, mounting 
twenty guns. On the completion of one voyage, 
she was fitted out as a cruiser, 



cruiser, manned with one ^^<^ - 



hundred and thirty men? 

York, she fell in with two frigates, and after a 

chase of forty-eight hours was taken. ^ O'Brien VU'M»'< ' 

was detained in the famous guard-ship Jersey, 

about SIX months, suffering many privations, 

when he was taken to Mill Prison, England, 

whence he escaped after a number of months of 

confinement. 

His b rother in the mean time was not idle. — Vi^^ ^ ' 
He had command of one or two armed vessels/ 
and in a number of successful combats did the state 
good service, and proved himself worthy the name 
which he bore. 
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